THE AMATEUR RADIO VOICE OF THE SOUTHEAST 


Palm Cay Fights Back 


Trying to introduce legislation 


Steve Wagner, KB4MFO, Presi- 
dent of the Palm Cay Amateur Radio 
Club says, “An ordinance in Mundelein, 
IL provides that amateur radio antennas 
must be at least 1-1/2 times its height 
from the lot line; in Bloomington, MN 
City ordinance restricts antenna height 
to 35 feet; San Diego, CA limits antenna 
heights to 30 feet; in Houston, TX an- 
tennas are not to extend above roof line; 
deed restrictions and covenants through- 
out the entire United States forbid all 
antennas.” . 

The State of Florida has two stat- 
utes, 125.0185 County and 166.0435 
Municipal, which state that all county 
and municipal laws be crafted to accom- 
modate amateur antennas. However, 
these have recently been challenged. 

For the past year, Palm Cay Radio 
Club of Ocala has been actively engaged 
in finding a method to end this ambigu- 
ity once and for all. The club contacted 
George Albright, Representative, 24th 
District, to assist them in drafting legis- 
lation that will address the issue of ama- 
teur radio antennas; particularly, as they 
relate to residential developments. A 
draft of a propose bill, 163.041 FS, has 
been drafted. 

Representative Albright issued a 
memorandum to all house members ask- 
ing them to address the issue of a bill to, 
“ .prevent Homeowners’ Associations 
from prohibiting the installation of ama- 
teur radio antennas in residential devel- 
opments.” 

Rep. Albright went on to state, 


The State of Florida has two 
statutes, 125.0185 County 
and 166.0435 Municipal, 
which state that all county 
and municipal laws be 
crafted to accommodate 
amateur antennas. How- 
ever, these have recently 
been challenged. -Wagner 


“Due to my commitment to health care 
and juvenile justice issues I’m unable to 
devote the time necessary to effectively 
work these bills through the legislative 
process. Perhaps there are other legisla- 
tors who would be interested in working 
with these groups regarding their spe- 
cific concerns.” 

Since Rep. Albright has a full slate 
of previous commitments and a full cal- 
endar, he can not sponsor the bill but will 
support it. 

As this point, it is important to get 
a sponsor for the bill and Rep. Albright 
suggested that all ham radio operators 
in the State of Florida should seek out 
legislators to help in the cause. 

According to Wagner, The Palm 
Cay Radio Club has accumulated vast 
amounts of information and have been 
in contact with Gov. Chiles and his aides. 
“We will be happy to share this informa- 
tion with anyone sympathetic to our 


cause,” Wagner said. “In the meantime, 
if any club can assist us with the pur- 
chase of stamps and envelopes, it would 
be greatly appreciated.” 


Ed. Note. THE PALM CAY CLUB 
ONLY HAS 9 MEMBERS. With only a 
limited number of members and limited 
resources, the Palm Cay ARC has taken 
positive steps to rectify a long standing 
problem of the Amateur Radio Service. 
It is to everyone s benefit to support any 
organization that is making an effort to 
strike these ambiguous and restrictive 
covenants. Interested amateurs or orga- 
nizations should write or call any of the 
following: 


Palm Cay ARC, Steve Wagner, 
KB4MFO, Pres. 

10887 SW 75th Terrace 

Ocala, FL 34476 

(904) 854-4597 


Hillard Strebe, W9UNK 
10947 SW 76th Ave. 
Ocala, FL 34476 

(904) 854-2241 


Steve Hlasney, N2AYD 
11177 SW 78th Ave. 
Ocala, FL 34476 
(904)237-0173 


A copy of the rough draft of the 
bill appears on Page 2. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


As we hear rumblings about the 
great information highway reaching 
completion, the FLORIDA SKIP is 
taking a trip on one of the highways 
but it seems as this section is still 
unpaved. 

You will read more about it in 
the article concerning mailing labels. 
I am gradually getting the subscriber 
list up to snuff and adapted to my da- 
tabase program. I now have the up- 
to-date list kept on my computer in 
the office where it will be kept cur- 
rent on a daily basis. 

The other bumpy road is com- 
pliments of a new commercial pub- 
lishing program flying its first mis- 


sion this month. It has taken me a 
month to become familiar with it and I 
picked a month that the FLORIDA 
SKIP will be larger than anytime in re- 
cent years. 

There are very good reasons for 
the expansion of the magazine. I have 
noted a definite increase in the number 
of articles being submitted and I have 
improved access to sources of informa- 
tion through the so-called information 
highway. I try to get something for ev- 
eryone in each issue. 

The FLORIDA SKIP seems to 
grow a little bit each month and I’m 
sure glad to have all you folks to grow 
with me. //ger 


Just truckin down ole info highway, strum diddly dee dee! 


Palm Cay - from front page 


The following is the rough draft of the bill: 


A bill to be entitled An act relating to amateur radio antennas; creating s. 
163.041, F.S.; prohibiting ownership documents and entities granted certain 
authority by such documents from denying property owners the right to install 
amateur radio antennas; providing an effective date. 


Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida; 


Section 1. Section 163.041, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 


163.041 Amateur radio antennas. No deed restrictions, covenants, or simi- 
lar binding agreements running with the land shall prohibit or have the effect o 
prohibiting amateur radio antennas from being installed on buildings or erected 
on lots or parcels covered by the deed restrictions, covenants, or binding agree- 
ments. A property owner may not be denied permission to install an amateur 
radio antenna by any entity granted the power or right in any deed restriction, 
covenant, or similar binding agreement to approve, forbid, control, or direct 
alteration of property with respect to residential dwellings not exceeding three 
stories in height. For purposes of this section, such entity may determine the 
specific location where an amateur rad‘o antenna may be installed on the build- 
ing provided that such determination does not impair the effective operation 0 


the amateur radio antenna. 


Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming law. 
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SALE 
$1899 


FLORIDA PHONE NETS 


FROM DOC, W4SME, FPTN 
NET MANAGER: St. Valentine’s Day 
has gone and the winds of March are 
swirling around our ankles as we ap- 
proach the first days of springlike 
weather. Certainly, our northern friends 
have endured enough cold and misery 
and we here who are so fortunate can 
already start daydreaming about antenna 
projects while they still shovel snow and 
combat cabin fever! But this weather 
also foreshadows the onset of our Hurri- 
cane season! Soon to arrive! Are you 
READY? Now is the time to make your 
list. of things to prepare and things to 
get done! It’s time to contact your EC, 
check your ARES ID and get out your 
plotting charts! REMEMBER, FPTN 
goes into ‘Round-the-clock action’ on 
3940 when Southern Florida is in im- 
minent DANGER. For Northern Florida 
3950 is your TARGET frequency and 
Liaison between the Nets is paramount. 
Why am I writing about this now? SET 
Exercises and Field Day are not far off 
and it’s time NOW to flex those muscles 
and make preparations! During Febru- 
ary, FPTN racked up some very solid 
stats! One thousand and fifty-eight sta- 
tions checked in during the month and 
processed three hundred and fifty three 
pieces of traffic! That’s an average of 
thirteen messages per session and in the 
779 total minutes the average message 
time held to two minutes! There were 
thirty-three Travelers who joined the Net 
for.a total of 140 checkins and our Sta- 
tion/Traffic ratio was .33. For a twenty- 
eight day month that had many less than 
good propagation mornings, the NET 
performed admirably! Among the total 
Roster there were fifteen stations that 
made the Honor Roll with 100% atten- 
dance: NR2F, N4GMU, KD4IVP, 
WA4JDH, KT4K, K4KIC, KB4MON, 
K4RBR, WB9SHT, K4SJA, W4SME, 
WB4TOV, WA9VND, WB4WYG and 
WB4ZVD—CONGRATULATIONS!! 
And above the 90% _ were: 
AA4CU, WA4EYU,KI4VT and 
KB4WCX. The Florida Phone Traffic 
Net meets every morning of the year at 
0655 Local on 3940 Khz. Why not fill 
up your coffee mug and drop in and join 
us. You might get to like OUR FAM- 
ILY! Support your LOCAL RADIO 
CLUB! 73 & 88’s DOC, W4SME 
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FROM BOB, KC4ZHF, SEFTN 
ASST. NET MGR: SEFTN is the 
Southeast Florida Traffic Net. We meet 
every day at 6pm local time on the 
Motorola Amateur Radio Club Repeater 
(146.79)(Down 600) for the purposes of 
handling formal written traffic into and 
out of Southeast Florida as well as for 
training and emergency preparedness. 
For February our Gold Star 100% atten- 
dance stations were: PZ1BK, KD4GR, 
KD4HKS, KE4IEY, N4ILN, KE4JMM, 
KD4JMV, KC4JNM, KD4LQG, 
WANSY, KB4WBY and KC4ZHF—A 
tip of the fedora to ALL! In the stats col- 
umn for the month, the NET celebrated 
it’s 77th consecutive month with more 
than 1000 stations checking in! Yessir, 
1358 stations worked 293 pieces of traf- 
fic in 1590 minutes during 28 sessions! 
And, on the 21st, Al, KD4CZG became 
the 1000th station to checkin while 
N4YES, Danny was the NCS. Our two 
Traffic Hounds, with scores of 64 and 
63 respectively, were John, KD4LQG 
and Basil, KD4NPC—keep it up Guys 
and I hear that you are really enjoying 
the challenge! During February there 
were a total'of 44, I repeat, 44 NEW sta- 
tions that checked into the NET! WOW 
Thanks a heap and keep it up! Remem- 
ber, SEFTN is here to help you handle 
your traffic WELL as well as becoming 
a GOOD traffic handler. Set your daily 
work ethic clock to 6pm daily and 
checkin with us on 146.79/19! 73&88’s 
BOB, KC4ZHF 

FROM EARL, K4FQU, 
SWFTN NET MANAGER: The 
SWFTN-Southwest Florida Traffic Net 
meets Monday through Saturday at 1000 
local time on 146.88 down 600. Our 
Winter SNOWBIRDS are still with us 
and from the weather reports I read, I 
surely can’t fault them for continuing to 
soak up this Florida sunshine. However, 
after Easter we will begin to say so-long 
for another summer season as they head 
back to their northern clime. That is if it 
ever stops snowing from Chicago to 
Maine! At this time I am asking for an- 
other Volunteer to be a Liaison station 
for the Net. This is a FUN job and you 
really get to meet a lot of other great 
people in the traffic handling world. 
Some of you who haven’t taken a crack 
at helping the Net yet, get in touch with 


Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


me and Ill surely help you in every way 
possible. You will be a VIP for SWFTN 
and it is each of YOU that makes 
SWFTN such a great Net! There were 
24 sessions in February and during those 
meetings, 526 stations came aboard and 
worked 689 pieces of formal traffic. The 
Net had an Average of 22 stations per 
session handling an average of 29 mes- 
sages. That my friends was a lot of ex- 
cellent work on behalf of each of you. 
Thanks to everyone who helped. As Eas- 
ter passes and the season tumbles into 
May, we RAPIDLY approach the Hurri- 
cane Season! Yes we have been over this 
subject before, but we can NEVER be 
TOO ready! It’s time again to review 
emergency procedures, find your plotting 
charts and get to know your local EC! 
The Net will soon be starting a review 
of short subjects pertaining to Hurricane 
READINESS—try not to miss these 
important meetings. And ‘sure and be 
gorrah, I hope ye’all enjoyed a festive St 
Patty’s Day! 73 & 88’s EARL, K4FQU 

FLORIDA SHRINE AMA- 
TEUR RADIO “The Florida Shrine Net 
is conducted on 7236KHz each Sunday 
at 1330 local time. The Net provides 
communications between the Shrine 
Temples throughout Florida. Not all of 
the Temples have Amateur Radio units 
however, but those that do provide valu- 
able services for each of the Temples. 
Shrine Parade communications are car- 
ried out by Shrine Hams, Medical units 
attached to the Parade keep in contact 
via VHF mobile units. Shrine Hams of- 
ten handle the public address communi- 
cation systems at the Temples during 
Shrine functions. In order to improve the 
overall effectiveness of Shrine Hams, 
they have joined together to form the 
Florida Shrine Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion. The Sunday Net, mentioned above, 
provides a means by which Florida 
Shriners can keep informed about up- 
coming functions at the various Shrine 
locations throughout Florida. Also, it 
gives the units a chance to rag-chew and 
get to know each other better. Jerry 
Deutscher, KQ4UW, of Sanibel Island 
is the current President of FSARA 
(Florida Shrine Amateur Radio Assoc. ). 
Net control duties are regularly handled 
by various Shriners, as assigned by Jerry. 
Checkins regularly originate from Or- 


lando, Melbourne, Sarasota, Fort 
Meyers/Naples, Fort Pierce, Pensacola, 
Fort Walton Beach, and on occasion, 
Andros Island, Bahamas. So it might 
seem from the above that the Net is open 
only to Shriners that are members of a 
Florida Shrine! Nothing is farther from 
the truth. The Net is OPEN to, and 
WELCOMES ALL SHRINERS who are 
General Class or above. Remember-Sun- 
day afternoon...mark your calendar and 
plan to drop by and join with us. Salaam 
Alikum es 73, DOC, W4SME (Tnx to 
Bob Smith,KO4MD) 

FROM DENNIS, KB4MON, 
TPTN NET MANAGER: The twenty 
eight days of February Whistled by so 
fast that it just seems I had completed 
my last report when this was due! And 
the Net action for the month was just as 
fast and furious.In fact, if we want to talk 
about making PROGRESS, it’s a plea- 
sure for me to report that activity in the 
CHECKIN column has increased on an 
average of “two” stations per day over 
January’s record. In addition, the num- 
ber of pieces of TRAFFIC handled also 
grew by an average of 3 per session! 
Those stats ONLY mean one fact - that’s 
persistence, concern and faithfulness to 
TPTN. Thanks, EVERYONE for your 
great work. NCS’s comprise the BACK- 
BONE of a Net’s operation. It is their 
direction, control and care that make a 
net ‘HUM’! It gives me great pleasure 
to pay tribute to the following stations 
that serve TPTN as Net Control Stations: 
WAIYVND, WB4WYG, WX4J, 
W1UKR, WD4KBW and N4JAQ as 
backup. The next time you want to ‘snap’ 
at the NCS * cause “he ain’t doin it like 


NOTICE 


CW Report not available. 
The CW Report was not available 


at press time and the Florida Skip apolo- 
gizes for any inconvenience it may cause 


you want”, just lean back and take a big 
breath and put yourself in the NCS’s 
shoes and think about how you would 
get out of the mess? Don’t criticize your 
Peer, UNTIL you have walked a mile in 
his shoes! Give your NCS’s all your sup- 
port and once in a while they'd like to 
hear you say ‘thank you’! February saw 
three new stations added to the regular 
daily Rollcall. They are: WA4QXT(Walt 
has returned), K4SJA,Charlie and 
WA4EIC,Blaine. Welcome aboard to all 
three! For the month, NR2F, W1UKR, 
and WA9VND made the 95% and above 
list, with the highest honor going to 
AD4PW for his perfect attendance. In 
case you didn’t know, AD4PW is alias 
KO4VK but with the EXTRA label at- 
tached! Congratulations Larry! Make 
TPTN a habit at 5:00pm local. Tune to 
3940Khz,LSB and join in on the fun. 73 
& 88’s DENNIS, KB4MON 

' FROM NILS, WA4NDA, 
FMTN, NET MANAGER: 7247.5 
KHz IS THE DAILY MEETING 
PLACE FOR THE FLORIDA MIDDAY 
TRAFFIC NET! The Net has a warmup 
session starting at 11:45 am where you 
can chit-chat with your friends in prepa- 
ration for the formal session which be- 
gins PROMPTLY at 12:00 noon. FMTN 
is an NTS Net tasked with collecting 
traffic from stations throughout the state 
and handing it off to Liaison stations who 
attend REGION NETS during the after- 
noon hours. This NET is part of the HF 
backbone system in the state of Florida 
and is extremely vital to the smooth flow 
of traffic across Florida and into the Sth 
and 4th Regions as well as the Eastern 
Area. The MAIN reason that we need 


Paul Harrison, KI4MG and Harry Lawson 
welcoming committee for the MCARA sponsored Stuart Hamfest 


as many stations as possible REPRE- 
SENTING the broadest possible scope 
of the state is to permit the fastest and 
most accurate pathways for traffic to flow 
in the National Traffic System (NTS). 
When I ask for Volunteers to act as Liai- 
sons, it is because the Liaison station 
comprises one of the most valuable as- 
sets that a net has. And to practice for 
the job jump in and run the warm-up 
session and get to know the callsigns and 
names of the net members. And, inci- 
dentally, the Net does need a few more 
Alternate NCS’s. With summer on it’s 
way and people off to vacation, we must 
have backups for our NCS’s. Send me a 
message that you will give it a try, and I 
will send you all the information that you 
will need and will help you in any way 
that I can! FMTN is GROWING! Added 
to the roster during February are the fol- 
lowing: WD8MVA, TONY, Hernando; 
N4HGJ, JIM, Ocala; N2KHU, LOIS, 
Sebastian; N4SDV, BILL, Auburndale. 
Welcome aboard to ALL. Birthdays in 
February were celebrated by: Gil, 
W4LLA, Pedro, WY4A, Donna, 
KC4VTH, Steve, WA4RUE, Laura, 
WAYVND and Frank, K4RBR. Contin- 
ued good health and happiness to each 
of you and I look forward to repeating 
this message again next year. During the 
28 days of February, 622 stations checked 
in and handled 451 pieces of traffic in 
756 minutes. In averaging activity for 
the month, there were 22 stations han- 
dling 16 pieces of traffic in an average 
27 minute net. I especially want to thank 
each of you for your continued support 
of FMTN and you can be sure, ’it is ap- 
preciated”! 73 & 88’s NILS, WA4NDA 


4GFR formed a part of the 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - February 1994 Traffic Hounds - February 1994 
-by WA4PFK and WX4J -by Bill Jochimson, K4ZK 
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Norman Dias, W1UHY and Bill Johimsen, K4ZK man the Amateur Radio exhibit at the South FL Fair was sponsored 
QCWA booth at the Stuart Hamfest. Photo by Bob McDow. by the West Palm Beach ARC. Represented here by Marjory 
Jensen, KE4CGG and Robert Hynemann, KC4YRR. 
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NORTH FLORIDA HAMS..ON THE 


FINAL FRONTIER 


By Dave Kalahar - 

KD4HXT 
10GHZ, yes 10,000,000 Hz, the 
final frontier. North Florida amateurs 
are boldly going were few have gone 
before. Most of us think of microwaves 
as a great way to make popcorn. A group 
of Jacksonville hams are in the advance 
stage of developing a microwave packet 
system. They hope that a new high speed 
digital backbone system will bring 
quicker and more reliable communica- 

tions to North Florida. 

One of the inherent problems with 
1200 baud packet is the bottleneck that 
occurs when several stations try to ac- 
cess information over a network. Packet 
collisions and it’s associated data slow- 
down back up a system rapidly. Add to 
that the steady increase in keyboard-to- 
keyboard and PacketCluster connects 
and you quickly have a problem with 
reliable communications. Sure 2400 and 
9600 baud packet is coming on-line more 
and more but the “Backbone” or Network 
needs to meet the demand. For this rea- 
son Jacksonville amateurs are designing 
a 10 GHZ system that is capable of at 
least 2 megabaud data rates. 

Lets put this into perspective. A 
file transferred at 1200 baud that would 
take 20 hours to transfer will take 1 1/2 
minutes at this speed. It is expected that 
it would take over 200 users of 1200 baud 
- packet without any slow down of the sys- 
tem. It will also handle digital color tele- 
vision and voice signals at the same time 
it’s moving packet data. 

A committee of the North Florida 
Amateur Radio Society (NOFARS) is 
heading up development of this system. 
So far, only private funds have been used 
by the team. Microwave communications 
sounds exotic for amateurs to be using, 
but luckily the technology has been found 
“off the shelf’. Small microwave dishes 
are used and the team is ready to test the 
first link of the system. The over 20 mile 
* path is from the Southern Bell Tower in 
downtown Jacksonville to a tall tower 


in St. Mary’s Georgia. This path is over 
water and varying terrain so the 10-gig 
team can investigate all the effects on 
the microwave signal. It is hoped to go 
as fast as 10 megabaud if the path analy- 
sis proves right. The whole system is in 
it’s infant stage but developing rapidly. 

The newly reorganized First Coast 
Amateur Digital Association (FICADA) 
is representing the end users of the sys- 
tem. Realize that the amateur with 1200 
baud packet is not forgotten with this 
high speed network. You will still con- 
nect to PBBS’s, Mailboxes, Dx 
PacketCluster’s, and all other stations 
the same way. But the data handling 
between these systems will be faster. 
Also as more amateurs come on line with 
TCP/IP software, the world of Internet 
will become available to everyone at real 
time. Many FICADA members are 
working on establishing TCP/IP proto- 
col packet systems to learn more about 
this extensive system of communica- 
tions. Through Internet, you’ll be able 
to send mail and files instantly around 
the world via amateur radio. Vice-Presi- 
dent Al Gore has spoken several times 
about America developing a data “su- 
perhighway”. The basics of this system 
is in place via Internet. Through it, all 
users are tied together regardless of com- 
puter or system type. In fact all major 
universities and scientific research cen- 
ters have been tied together for some 
time. Imagine as an amateur having 
instant access to the computers at M.I.T. 
instantly via your $100 TNC and 2 meter 
radio. Emergency communications will 
have new and much expanded capabili- 
ties. But to do all this a backbone must 
be in place that can handle the demand 
of traffic. With this in mind, North 
Florida Amateurs are looking to the fu- 
ture today. . 

It is hoped that when the system 
is up and running, other areas of Florida 
will take an interest. Imagine during a 
disaster (like a hurricane) having instant 
digital communications around the state 
in real time. The key is this kind of high 
speed digital backbone using the ama- 
teur microwave spectrum. 


ASSIGNMENT OF 
WCOA(AM), WJLQ-FM, 
PENSACOLA, FL, TO 
WKRG-TV, INC., 
APPROVED; ONE-TO-A- 


MARKET RULE WAIVED 


The Commission has granted 
the application to assign the licenses of 
WCOA(AM) and WJLQ-FM, Pensacola, 
FL, from BREM Broadcasting to 
WKRG-TY, Inc. It also granted a waiver 
of the one-to-a-market rule. 

WKRG-TV is the licensee of 
WKRG(AM), WKRG-FM and VHF 
television station WKRG-TV, Mobile, 
AL. The Grade A contour of WKRG- 
TV encompasses all of Pensacola, 
WCOA(AM) and WJLQ-FM’s commu- 
nity of license. 

The Commission said that 
WKRG-TV had shown that joint opera- 
tion of the stations will result in signifi- 
cant cost savings as well as the potential 
for enhanced programming and service 
benefits. It also has been established that 
WCOA(AM) and WJLQ-FM have con- 
sistently lost money and have shown a 
negative cash flow since their present 
owner acquired the stations two years 
ago. Furthermore, WKRG-TV has dem- 
onstrated that the proposed combination 
will not create any undue concentration 
of ownership or control of the broadcast 
media in the Mobile-Pensacola market. 

Action by the Commission 
March 8, 1994, by Memorandum Opin- 
ion and Order (FCC 94-55). Chairman 
Hundt and Commissioner Quello with 
Commissioner Barrett concurring in the 
result and issuing a statement. 

- FCC - 


TAXI HAMMIES 


New York City taxi drivers appar- 
ently have a campaign going to install 
ham radio equipment in their cabs. Bro- 
chures claiming “Ham radio will keep 
you from getting killed on the streets of 
New York City” and “Ham radio is 100 
times better than CB Radio” are being 
circulated. Dispatching of cabs is not 
condoned but “Ham radio also gives you 
help from other taxi and livery drivers 
in locating hard to find streets, clubs, 
restaurants, knowledge of traffic condi- 
tions...” sound like prohibited business 
communications to us. 

-WSYI Report, March 1994 
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QCWA NEWS 


Some of the re- 
ports that I have re- 
ceived are late due to 
our great postal ser- 
vice. Some have the 
wrong zip code and I get those reports 
two weeks late. Please get your secre- 
tary to send me a report of your meet- 
ings so that I can get them in Skip. I 
need your input for this QCWA column. 
My address is now correct in Skip. I 
know that our northern members must 
be very happy to be in Florida this win- 
ter. The-cold weather and snow never 
stops and its been the coldest and snowi- 
est winter in many a year. John Troster, 

_W6ISQ had a very interesting article in 
World Radio about Joe Fairclough, 
WB2JKJ. In case you do not know about 
Joe, he teaches school and he as brought 
amateur radio into the class room and it 
has done wonders for his students. Joe 
is also a life member of QC WA. Florida 
QCWA chapters, please get your reports 
to me for Florida Skip. 


Southeast ChapterTwenty six 
members and guest attended the Janu- 
_ary meeting. We discussed Al Wilcox’s 
_ medical condition to determine his fu- 
ture condition. It seems that he will be 
bedridden for some time. We also dis- 
cussed plans for our booth at the Miami 
Hamboree. We also donated a ladie’s 
watch to the women’s committee of the 
hamboree for their work at the hamboree. 
We accepted Jerry Crawford, K7UPJ as 
anew member. It was suggested that we 
move out meeting place because of the 
noisy conditions. We have been using a 
PA system for future meetings [sic]. The 
50/50 was won by Kitty Starr, K4PME 
and John Haeger, W4BYK. The antenna 
rotor was won by Andy, W4ITYT. We are 
sorry to report that our dear member 
Adrian Wilcox, W4ELR is now a silent 
key. He kept our chapter alive and pro- 
- gressive. We are very sorry to lose him. 
Reported by Herb Bernard, W4JXA. 


Hernando Chapter There were 
34 members and guest attending our 
January meeting at Pier 688. Our new 
guests were Bob Thing, WISJN and 
SYL Gilda, Edgar Newman, W2RPZ 
and Will, K6JWS and Bonnie, KD6FTY. 
The slate of officers as printed in the 
December newsletter was presented to 


Eli Nannis Ne ae, Editor 


p.U 

Ed Handly for the use of his paire 
and counsel over the past year and Al 
Kuchare was welcomed as the new di- 
rector. Our annual Snowbird picnic will 
be held on March 30th at McKethan 
Park. Due to weather, it was recom- 
mended that the picnic be postponed 
until sometime in April. Feb. anniver- 
saries are Linwood, WA4SPR and Doris, 
Frank W1YTB and Rita, Billy, WE4C 
and Shirley, N4MFV, Win, K1BUM and 
Millie, KB4PGW. Birthdays are Leland, 
WSKL, Ileene XYL of Marvin, W1GEN, 
Bob, WA4SLF, Shirley, N4MFV SYL of 
Billy, WE4C. Reported by Eunice Gor- 
don, W1UKR, Secy/Editor. 


Pelican Chapter A meeting of our 
chapter was held on February 16th at the 
new Staceys restaurant in St. Petersburg. 
Since our Secretary Jay Strom, K9BSL 
was unable to attend, President Meyers 
requested that I take the minutes of the 
meeting. The treasurer Don Bice, 
W4PCO gave the treasurer’s report. We 
were advised that Dutch Romig, KF4DI 
is in the hospital - condition unknown. 
Bill Bell, K4AVH will handle all sick 
reports. It was suggested that we have 
stationary made with our logo on it. It 
was suggested that the chapter bring 
some ideas which the whole chapter can 
work on. Wes Randle, W4COW advised 
that the QCWA QSO phone party is com- 
ing up and that our members should par- 
ticipate in it. John Edel, K8LBZ National 
Director also requested that members 
check in to the QSO phone party. This 
year. we will not be in conflict with 
ARRL. The program was given by Don 
Bice, W4PCO. He demonstrated a sub- 
marine telegraph cable key which was 
used many years ago for sending mes- 
sages under water and the wire that was 
used and it was well insulated. Blanche 
Randles, W4GXZ 
won first prizeon 


a nursing home. We hope he gets out 
soon. Our guest is Doc, K4RR and SYL 
is spending the winter in Clearwater 
from Henersville. Don Bice demon- 
strated a submarine telegraph cable key 
which was used for sending messages 
under water. Don is still using this de- 
vice with good results. Don is very in- 
terested in any antique radio equipment. 
For birthdays, it was Art Monsees, 
W4BK, Harry Cold, W4DLL and Harold 
Johnson, K4GVB his 38th wedding an- 
niversary. Mae Burke, W3CUL had her 
picture in the front page of Florida Skip 
for handling thousands of messages for 
quite a few years. Al her husband W3VR 
also does his share of message handling. 
They handle messages every day in the 
year. What a wonderful couple, dedicated 
to amateur radio. The 50/50 was split 3 
ways. I am sorry to report that a long 
time member Frank Ziegler, K4EUK is 
a Silent Key. We went a contribution to 
the QCWA Scholarship fund in his 
name. Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 


Suwannee Chapter All are wel- 
come to our bi-monthly meetings held 
on the 4th Saturday of all even months 
except for the second Saturday in De- . 
cember, at Ryan’s Steakhouse on Silver 
Springs Boulevard, Ocala. Our speaker 
at our Feb. 26th meeting was Marion 
County Sheriff Ken Ergle who gave a 
highly absorbing rundown on measures 
taken recently to reduce crime. We wel- 
comed a new member Ron Stocker, 
WA8DOlI and XYL Mildred, KA8 WKY. 
We were also proud to present 1972 
founding member George Sperry, 
W4UKA with his 70th Anniversary 
Award certificate. George was council 
chairman for running the 1974 conven- 
tion in Orlando, the first ever held in 
Florida and was chairman of the 1975 


the 50/50. Re- 
ported by Eli 
Nannis, K4JMH. 


Gator 
Chapter The at- 
tendance at our 
February meeting 
was 41 members 
and guests. It was 
reported __ that 
Kenny _ Freck, 
W4WL is now in 


25 Years a Ham? 


Got a question? 
Write: 


159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
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OLD TIMERS AND KNIGHTS Bob McDow (W4KOG), Editor 


- Got to thank 
, Samet N Charlie Stevens, K8RIF 
\\ for picking up the net 


G7 —ne ‘ 
F Pa the last few times when 
Ng aot ay 


Bob Bookwalter, 

Haske” +WANWF has been indis- 

posed. Charlie always has 

a good signal and in centrally located so 

he can hear all over the state. Thanks 
again Charlie! 

We had a nice visit with Adis 
Henry, W4PFJ and her OM Bob, W4PFQ 
at the Ham-A-Rally which was held re- 
cently at Christmas Fl]. Both are doing 
pretty good and were enjoying their out- 
ing at the rally. Adis and Bob are long- 
time RVers and Adis has been an NCS 
for the RV Service Net for many years 
as well as a semi-regular checkin on our 
OOTC/QCWA nets. I had taken a nice 
picture of the two which I was planning 
to send in to SKIP. I must have mis- 
aligned the film in the camera and it 
didn’t advance correctly so all the pic- 
tures I took at the Rally were lost. 

The latest word I’ve heard from 
Bob about the assignment of a new Gen- 
eral Manager to replace Ted Heithecker 
was that it was still in the works. In the 
meantime any correspondence should be 
made through Acting Exec. Sec. Ralph 
Cabanillas, W6IL, 2359 Creston Dr., 


QCWA continued 


LRA SLES wT LY EER TE EL LE a SS SIE RET RE ET ELE PL TE OE DEER, 
National Nominating Committee. Totop _ellite on the HF bands. Sounds very in- 


it off, Bill Menner, K2YMQ was pre- 
sented a certificate praising his activi- 
ties as our 1993 President. Reported by 
Bob Saulpaugh, AG3S. 


Palm Beach Chapter 111 The 
chapter had its regular meeting at the 
NPB Country Club and a total of thirty- 
one members and guests enjoyed a deli- 
cious buffet. 

Sec/Treas. Bob McDow, W4KOG 
gave a report on the financial status of 
the Chapter and also reminded the group 
that the annual dues are due. The an- 
nual roster is being updated and mem- 
bers not paid up by the end of March 
will be dropped from the roll. Also, 
members are cautioned to make sure 
their National dues are paid up so as not 
to be dropped from the National roster. 

Andy Andrews, W4OMY gave a 
talk on his contact with the Russian sat- 


10/Florida Skip 


Hollywood, CA 90068. Dues and mon- 
ies to Treasurer Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
833 Park Paine, Park Ridge, Ill. 60068. 
Any news or articles for the Spark Gap 
Times should be sent to Mr. Wm. Miller, 
K2GCE, 217 Porterfield Pl., Freeport, 
NY. We’ll try to keep you up to date on 
this in future columns. 

We saw Blanche and Wes Randles, 
W4GXZ & W4COW at the Miami 
hamfest last Feb. We stopped by the 
QCWA/OOTC booth and had a cooke 
and cup of coffee along with a short eye- 
ball visit. Also got to talk with Andy 
Clark, W4IYT and Doc Staples, 
W4SME. All send their best. 73, Bob 
McDow, W4KOG. 


Knights of the Kilocycle 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 
1230Z - 0730 EST 

Well we survived the Miami 
Hamfest OK. I managed to sell almost 
all of the “GOODIES” I took down with 
me and got out without spending all my 
money on stuff I don’t need, so I guess it 
was a successful hamfest. I did get to visit 
with some of the guys and gals. Said 
hello to Blanche Randles, W4GXZ. Wes 
was also there but I missed him. Also 
got to see Andy Clark, W4TYT and Doc 


teresting and can be accessed with only 
using your regular HF gear. We had two 
first-timers. Sy Levine, W2LPT and Bill 
Singer, WB2FUR. Bill was there with 
his XYL and their daughter, they were 
celebrating their fortieth wedding anni- 
versary. Both Sy and Bill have elected 
to become members of the chapter and 
so we welcome them. 

Burck Grosse, KC4UEV was the 
big winner of VP Forrest Haynes 50/50 
drawing and promptly gave half of his 
winnings back to the kitty. Thanks 
Burck! 

Next month’s meeting will be 
same time, same place. 11:30 AM at 
NPB Country Club Dining Room on the 
29th of March. Pres. Charlie Newell, 
K2GNZ promises a full program so plan 
on being there. 73, Bob McDow, 
W4KOG, Sec./Treas. 


Staples, W4SME. Everyone looked in 
tip-top shape and said to pass along their 
73 and 88 to all the Knights. 

The week following the Miami 
hamfest, Bonnie and I took the motor- 
home up to the annual “HAM-A- 
RALLY” in the Christmas, Fla. camp- 
ground near Titusville. There was over 
a hundred and twenty rigs in attendance 
at the rally. We enjoyed a full week of 
Amateur Radio activities, flavored with 
RV’ing. Seminars, craft shows, sing- 
alongs, and home-made suppers with all 
the trimmings. Each evening finished off 
with a home-grown talent show featur- 
ing the Cajun adventures of “UNCLE 
NOONE & AUNT MESSE” as de- 
scribed by our able MC Dusty Rhodes, 
WSOUD. Along with all of the above 
we managed to get in a few dozen of the 
“DEE-LISHUSS” shrimp served up at 
the “Dixie Crossroads” in Titusville. Pll 
bet I gained ten pounds..Hi..Hi. 

I hear that Wes, W4COW also 
made the Orlando hamfest. Wes must be 
a glutton for punishment. I didn’t get to 
Orlando. As far as I was concerned, it 
was just too close to Miami. Jay Strom, 
K9BSL mentioned that he had made a 
contact with 5X1F, wherever that is. Jay 
now has over 320 countries. I never got 
hooked on DX...probably ought to try it 
some day! Stan Bittner, W4JKK re- 
ported that his XYL is recuperating from 
her recent operation and they are plan- 
ning on moving to the Sebastian area in 
the near future. 

73 & 88, Bob McDow, W4KOG 


QCWA ANNUAL 
BANQUET 


The Southwest Ohio Chapter of 
the Quarter Century Wireless Associa- 
tion will hold its 1994 Annual Banquet 
Friday, April 22, the first evening of the 
Dayton Hamvention at Alex’s Continen- 
tal Restaurant. C.O.D. bar at 7:00, ban- 
quet at 7:30. Reservations required. 
QCWA membership is not a requirement 
for attendance. For tickets ($15.00 each) 
make check payable to Robert L. Dingle, 
Treas. Chapter 9 and mail to 1117 Big 
Hill Rd., Kettering, OH 45429-1201. 


DIGITAL DITHERINGS ; Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


Have you felt the “bite” of packet, or other digital modes 
yet? Ifso, then read on. (If you have NOT been bitten by the 
“digital bug” yet, then keep reading anyway... I'll bet you'll 
feel the urge soon. 

A brief aside...the first few columns you’ll see here in 
Florida Skip will be concerned with Packet Radio, but Ill be 
happy to write about ANY digital mode you’re interested in 
(though I claim IGNORANCE in some areas —like 
PACTOR— namely because I don’t have the hardware right 
now to operate that mode). 

If you’ve ever seen a packet station in operation, then 
you'll realize that this mode is unlike any other, and you’ve 
probably got a ton of questions. 

Ili do my best to clear things up for you as time goes 
by...but if you don’t see an explanation of what’s bugging you, 
or if I slip into murkiness at some point, just drop me a line at 
Florida Skip...or via packet. 

Now... let’s take a little closer look at what makes Packet 
Radio “Packet Radio”. 

One of the key concepts of Packet Radio is that what you 
type at your keyboard is broken up into little pieces of infor- 
mation (“packets”) and spit out on the air in bursts. 

Each of these bursts, or packets, eventually reaches it’s 
destination, where the receiving station “looks” at each of these 
packets, and either accepts them, or rejects them. 

If they’re rejected (because they were not received prop- 
erly), then your station sends the “missing pieces” over again. 

All this manipulation of data is done automatically by 
something called a “TNC” (Terminal Node Controller)...or 
it’s more modern equivalent...a Multi Mode Controller, which 
can do many modes...RTTY,. CW, PACKET, AMTOR, and 
the newest mode on the block, PACTOR. 

A TNC is a dedicated piece of equipment that works 
with your computer or dumb terminal, and keeps track of all 
the information flying around on whatever packet frequency 
you’re on, presenting your computer or terminal with only 
data meant for you. 

TNC’s can be pretty intimidating when you’re just get- 
ting started (some have over a HUNDRED settings)...but the 
good news is that manufacturers are supplying better and bet- 
ter manuals with their products, and you only have to pay at- 
tention to a handful of commands to get up and running. 

All this will be covered in a future column. 

Right now...let’s look at the OPERATIONAL aspect of 
Packet...and how that makes this mode different from any other. 

Packet’s strong point is that it makes use of NET- 
WORKS. A Packet network is similar to a string of cross- 
linked repeaters, except in this case, each “packet repeater” 
(called a NODE or SWITCH) knows how to hook up to the 
next one in the network. These NODES don’t even have to be 
on the same frequency! They are linked on common frequen- 
cies on 220 and 440 Mhz. 

Another aspect of packet which makes it unlike any other 
mode is something called a BBS (Bulletin Board System). This 
is a special program which permits you to write messages and 
“bulletins” (messages of general interest to other hams). The 
recipient of your message can be in the same city as you (he or 


she would connect to the BBS and read your message) or in 
any part of the world! 

Packet BBS software knows how to use the packet net- 
work to send your message or bulletin to it’s destination. 

If all this talk of “networks” and “BBS’s” makes packet 
sound impersonal and “cold”...it’s not...unless you choose to 
operate that way. Every day, many Amateurs are active on HF 
and VHF packet, talking one-on-one, ragchewing, sending 
messages, and even computer programs back and forth. 

It’s also possible to use the VHF packet network to talk 
to hams around the state. True, the VHF state network is not 
complete yet (it’s not easy to talk from Stuart to Melbourne) 
but long distances CAN be covered. I held a 20 minute QSO 
with a station in Ft. Meyers recently, by hooking up to him via 
a series of NODES. 

Want to learn more about how to use a BBS...and how 
to connect to another station via the packet network? We’ll 
cover that next time: 

If you’re already active on packet...and want to com- 
municate with me directly, just log on to your local BBS and 
send me a message... My packet “address” is: WD4KAV @ 
N4XEO.#STU.FL.USA.NA 

Your local BBS will prompt you for a “title” and then 
your “text”, and tell you how to end the message. 

BBS operations will *also* be covered in a future col- 
umn 


73...Joe....hope to hear from you! — 


Happy Hams Belly up for a photo at Stuart Hamfest. L to R 
are Charlie Newell, K2GNZ, Jim Gaynor, N4IWB, Joe 
Campbell, K2OZC, Bill Britton, KB4VOL and Emmanuel 
Papandreas, W4SS 
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COMPUFORUM Steve lezzi, KD4GKE 


What's All the Fuss about the In- 
formation Super Highway and how do 
we, the HAMs fit in. 

If you have been following the 
news reports and political press releases 
of the new information super highway, 
you may think that we are on the verge 
of digging up all our streets. When, in 
fact, the new highway is really more of 
arepaving job. The technology to bring 
more Television, Computer information 
and better phone service is always im- 
proving and we can see this just by look- 
ing back. The phone system as we know 
it today is a complex maze of computers 
and satellites interconnecting virtually 
every house in the United States and 
many in foreign countries as well. Voice 
transmission is carried over a twisted 
pair of wires to a local building called 
the Central Office or CO where local 
calls are interconnected and longer dis- 
tances are covered by switching the call 
into a trunk, a wired version of the rose 
nodes in amateur packet. Most CO's are 
digital which means your voice is con- 
verted to data and transmitted down the 
trunk as ones and zeros. Even computer 
data from modems is converted *s digi- 
tal and back to analog before it arrives 
at the receiving modem, a serious waste 
of communication bandwidth. When 
telephone were first introduced, homes 
were connected by wires and switches. 
There were no computers and digital 
communication. Operators (people) ac- 
tually connected lines from one house 
to another. If a long distance call was 
needed, the operator would make the call 
and connected the local caller to the 
trunk line. Now, everything is auto- 


mated. But we have reached the limit of © 


the capability of the twisted pair of wires 
that comes into our house. Only so much 
data can be sent reliably to the Central 
office. The advent of cable television 
brought coaxial cable to many houses. 
This cable has 100,000 times the band- 
width of the twisted wire pair and cable 
companies have been threatening the 
telephone companies with video phone 
service and computer information ser- 
vices. Well, the phone companies have 
not been asleep all this time. The major 
long distance providers have already in- 
stalled fiber-optic links all over the coun- 
try capable of carrying 3 Gibabits per 
second of data. In many areas, high 
bandwidth fiber-optics is supported all 
the way to the CO and for a hefty fee, 
can be run to your business. The tech- 
nology to extend this high bandwidth 
fiber-optic system to the home has just 
recently been developed and it is based 
on a new protocol called Asynchronous 
Transfer Media or ATM. ATM is a pro- 
tocol much like AX.25. AX.25 you say 
2??? Well that's what we use on VHF 
Packet. AX.25 is a command response 
protocol where the final address of the 
destination is based on a location and 
Node. The Data Rate is 1200 baud at 
the user terminal and the routing of the 
messages is dynamically configured 
based on the availability of other stations 
and nodes. ATM operates similar to our 
packet with a few important differences. 
First, the data rate typically available to 
the user will 155 Megabits per second, 
second, the protocol has the capability 
of connecting an unlimited number of 
users because the link is smart enough 


to figure out where to send your data and 
most important, the ATM system will 
incorporate smart rerouting. Smart re- 
routing will evaluate the fastest route 
based on traffic conditions and get your 
data where it needs to go even if it has 
to travel thousands of miles out of the 
way to get there. So what's this mean to 
me. Well, in the not too distant future 
there will be a fiber-optic connector on 
the walls in your house. But not only 
will your telephone plug in to this con- 
nector but also your TV, your computer, 
your home security system, at-home 
learning centers and use your imagina- 
tion. This sounds great but where do 
HAM's fit in to this wired communica- 
tion system. Will we need radio in the 
future. The answer is yes and now is 
the chance for us to innovate rather than 
just operate. Mobile communications 
will still depend on radio but in the fu- 
ture they will have to interface with a 
digital communication system. The auto 
patch on your club repeater can and will 
be a much more sophisticated system. 
Since voice, video and computer data 
will all be available at the same time, 
we can develop frequency division chan- 
nels that can carry all three. Data com- 
pression technology will help reduce the 
massive bandwidths to manageable ones 
that can be carried by radio. new cod- 
ing schemes and more efficient proto- 
cols can be developed. The sky, liter- 
ally, is the limit. I will cover more about 
this technology in the future but I would 
love to hear your ideas on how HAM's 
can take advantage of the new highway 
but be careful, no bicycles are allowed 
!! Steve 


Uncertified Computers 


The FCC has stepped up their en- 
forcement program against companies 
that market uncertified computers. Cen- 
tury Computers (Greenville, Texas) and 
Roselius Computer Corp. (Edmond, 
Oklahoma) each received $5,600 fines 
from the FCC. 

-WSYI Report, March 1994 
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“Virtual Shopping” mek Unveiled in Minnesota 


Supermarket; 


IBM Selling Personal Computers Via 
Videoconference 


RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, 
N.C., March 3, 1994. . . Personal com- 
puter customers in a remote location can 
now see and talk to an IBM PC Direct 
sales representative in Research Triangle 
Park “live” through the company’s first 
attempt at sales via a one-on-one inter- 
active videoconferencing system: the 


Virtual Shopping Center. 

Located in a Cub Foods Supermar- 
ket in the Minneapolis suburb’of Apple 
Valley, Minn., the pilot kiosk allows cus- 
tomers to order a PC, ask questions, 
“shop” or request an IBM PC Direct 
catalog. This marks the first use of 
videoconferencing technology for busi- 
ness-to-consumer transactions. 

IBM will use the Virtual Shopping 
Center primarily to sell its PS/1* line of 
personal computers, although any prod- 
uct sold through IBM PC Direct will be 


available through the kiosk. IBM PC 
Direct sells PC equipment and accesso- 
ries by telephone. Many of the products 
sold 

through the kiosk are manufac- 
tured at the IBM PC Company’s RTP 
facilities. 

“The Virtual Shopping Center in 
the Cub Foods store provides us with a 
unique, non-traditional way of reaching 
customers in a high-traffic environment 
where PCs usually aren’t sold,” said Tom 
Stallings, director of IBM PC Direct. 
“Different customers want to buy com- 
puters in different ways, and we want to 
be where customers want to buy.” 

The kiosk is provided by Virtual 
Shopping, Inc., of Bloomington, Minn., 
and features Picture-TelTM full-motion, 
full- color, two-way videoconferencing. 
In addition to IBM, the Minnesota State 
Automobile Association will offer ser- 
vice through the kiosk. 

To use the system, a customer en- 
ters the kiosk and activates it by insert- 
ing a valid credit card. By using a touch- 
screen control, he can hook up “live” 
with an IBM PC Direct sales represen- 
tative in RTP, who can explain and dis- 
play various IBM products, features and 
options. A laser printer in the kiosk 
eventually will be capable of printing out 
system configurations and descriptions, 
as well as price quotes. 

The kiosk stands about 12 feet 
high, 15 feet wide and six feet deep. The 
outside of the unit features a nine-screen 
video wall, which runs community news 
items and consumer tips, as well as IBM 
product advertisements and in-store pro- 
motional items. 

IBM PC Company operations in 
Research Triangle Park manufacture, 
distribute and market personal comput- 
ers, notebook computers and monitors 
for the North, Central and South Ameri- 
can markets. Through its RTP-based 
IBM PC Direct operation, the IBM PC 
Company also offers personal computer 
products and accessories through the 
toll-free telephone number 1-800-IBM- 
2YOU (1-800-426-2968) 

* Indicates trademark or regis- 
tered trademark of the International 
Business Machines Corporation. 

-Internet, Univ. Minn 


Prodigy Probes 
Canada 


Prodigy Services Company, a joint 
venture between IBM Corporation and 
Sears Roebuck and Company, said it is 
evaluating the market for on-line com- 
puter services in Canada with Southam 
Incorporated, Canada’s largest newspa- 
per publisher. The study will begin im- 
mediately and Prodigy said it intends to 
open access to its on-line service later 
this year in a Canadian test market. Both 
concerns said they welcome participa- 
tion in the study and test market by other 
interested Canadian companies. 


-Westlink Report, Feb. 28 


IBM’s PowerPC Moves 
into Interactive Digital 
Age 


IBM announced that it will pack 
the power of its RISC technology —to- 
day the domain of workstations and 
supercomputers — into advanced TV 
set-top boxes, a critical element for de- 
livering interactive video services, such 
as “movies on demand,” to the home. 

IBM is now developing the IBM 
PowerPC 4xx Embedded Controller* 
family, based on its acclaimed PowerPC* 
microprocessor architecture. The 4xx 
family will offer the performance of 
today’s most advanced personal comput- 
ers but at low power consumption and 
cost, making it ideal for consumer elec- 
tronics applications such as video games, 
personal communicators and TV set-top 
boxes. 

IBM intends to use PowerPC as the 
strategic microcontrollers for devices 
produced for and with other companies 
participating in the interactive television 
marketplace. 

In addition, IBM was named as 
one of three companies that will develop 
set-top boxes for Bell Atlantic. Market 
tests, such as Bell Atlantic’s, will pro- 
vide valuable feedback to help test and 
refine the robustness of the PowerPC 
technology architecture for the emerg- 
ing interactive media market. 

“This announcement demonstrates 
the power, flexibility and value of IBM’s 
PowerPC technology. It’s an architec- 


ture that can be applied across industries 
and product lines,” said Dr. Michael J. 
Attardo, IBM senior vice president and 
general manager, IBM Microelectronics 
Division. “There’s no better example of 
that than our participation in the rap- 
idly emerging market for interactive 
video services. We remain committed 
to establishing the PowerPC as a robust, 
mainstream microprocessor that deliv- 
ers a high-performance architecture in 
products ranging from set-tops to 
supercomputers.” 

“We are excited to help usher in 
the interactive digital future with IBM’s 
most advanced technologies, such as the 
PowerPC,” said Mark E. Dean, director 
of architecture/hardware reference plat- 
form, Power Personal Systems Division. 
“IBM is investing in key architectures 
and technologies to optimize our set-top 
to support present and future interactive 
networks, including the wealth of infor- 
mation and services planned for the in- 
formation superhighway.” 

PowerPC 4xx Embedded Control- 
lers are fully compatible with IBM’s . 
PowerPC family of RISC microproces- 
sors, including the PowerPC 601* and 
603*. The 4xx family integrates numer- 
ous chip functions to simplify the sys- 
tem design, reduce the total number of 
components and decrease the total sys- 
tem power consumption for lower over- 
all system cost. 

The 4xx family is designed by IBM 
in Raleigh, N.C., for manufacture by 
IBM’s Burlington, Vt., facility. It is 
based on the PowerPC architecture 
jointly developed by IBM, Apple and 
Motorola in [K Austin, Texas. The IBM 
set-top box is developed and manufac- 
tured by IBM’s Endicott, N.Y., facility. 

* Trademark or registered trade- 
mark of International Business Machines 
Corporation. 

- Internet, Univ. Minn 
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Exurs Amateur Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O 
ae 1GOM 
A WEEK , 
“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
Big. HAM EQUIPMENT” agl ,; 


Ay 
by LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT 
WEEKLY | BRICES! 


SPECIALS 
CLOSE-OUTS 
I 9s 
BUY ¢ SELL ¢ TRADE wose 
| NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 | 


(305) (305) 


925-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE Fax 


USED 
| EQUIPMENT 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL”’ 
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VIEW FROM THE PANHANDLE “Matt” Matthew, KC4RKJ 


I attended the Pensacola Hamfest 
on the 26th of February and this one was 
well done. The tables had all kinds of 
equipment both new and old. The esti- 
mated attendance was 1500 and aisles 
were full. One of the really big prob- 
lems was a marathon being run with 
streets blocked off. The talk-in gang 
were good and they had a real job di- 
recting traffic around road blocks being 
set up and taken down. We were fortu- 
nate. We got there early enough to reach 
the Hamfest site so as to set up a MARS 
booth. One observation we noted was 
that the tables were well stocked with 
equipment and parts. 

I contacted Buzz Showalter 
(W4UJL) to get an idea of the size of the 
crowd at the Orlando HamCation & 
Computer Show. Anyone there had to 
be. overwhelmed by the size of the crowd. 
Aisles were jammed. All spaces and 
tables were sold. Not only that, all the 
major brands of radio, packet equipment, 
amplifiers, in fact anything that has to 
do with Ham operations was there. Buzz 
the total paid admissions was 7099 give 
or take a few. They had 500 swap tables 
and 130 Booths. The host hotel, Ramada 
Inn, was completely booked for the 
whole weekend. 


If you ever get a chance to work a 
HamFest by working on the team put- 
ting it on , working a table or booth, take 
it. It will amaze you to see what goes 
on before and after the show. We set up 
a booth at Orlando and once we fin- 
ished the work at our table we walked 
around and talked to some of the deal- 
ers who were attending. Fork lifts were 
unloading large plywood packing cases 
from 18 wheelers and delivering them 
to the booth area where they were dis- 
assembled and the contents assembled 
into elaborate displays with all kind of 
products. Men and women who were 
in working clothing that day were trans- 
formed overnight to well dressed sales- 
persons with answers to most every ques- 
tion a customer fan ask. 

Meanwhile the smaller companies, 
with maybe two or three tables , are cart- 
ing in boxes which disgorge their con- 
tents for display and hopefully sale. 
These people spend hours traveling to 
and from Hamfests in addition to work- 
ing a booth from the opening of the doors 
till the closing. It takes a special kind of 
person. 

The Rainbow Girls were there to 
help serve meals and they fought the 


Rainbow girls were a welcome sight at the Orlando Hamfest 
They were in charge of delivering food to the vendors and making 
sure that caffein counts were maintained at an acceptable. level. 

Photo by Matt Matthew, KC4RKJ. 


crowds to deliver meals to the vendors. 
Having tried to get through the aisles 
without a tray loaded with soda, coffee 
or sandwiches, I find it hard to under- 
stand how they managed to keep smiles 
on their faces and their wonderful dis- 
positions. I thank every one of you. 

The ARRL testing program now 
has started using the new 610 forms. 
The new version is dated November 1993 
and it goes into effect as of March 1, 
1994. The old versions will not be ac- 
cepted under any condition and will be 
returned without any action being taken. 
You will then be required to file a new 
form which will result in a delay. If 
none of your local VEC’s can provide 
you with anew form you can try to get 
one by calling the FCC Forms Distribu- 
tion Center at (202) 632-3676. Be fore- 
warned, you may have a problem with 
the computer answering device. 

The idea behind the change is to 
provide a simpler form and thereby pro- 
vide a quicker return time. It is also 
designed to match the new software pro- 
gram that the F.C.C. will be using - again 
with an eye to quicker turn-around times. 
We shall see about the turn-around time — 
but it has been simplified. DO NOT 
LOOSE your copy of the CSCE form . 
It will be your only evidence of comple- 
tion of an element because it is no longer 
recorded upon the 610 form. Also when 
you go to the test session you should take 
2 copies of your license and CSCE form. 
Most testing centers do not have facili- 
ties to copy them. I had this problem 
when I took my last test and if it were 
not for my wife taking the car and search- 
ing out a copier, I would not have been 
able to upgrade. Almost all of the usual 
places were not open. She entered a 
local Radio Shack store to ask if they 
knew anyplace that would be able to 
make the copies needed. They were most 
helpful and they demonstrated their 
copier with a big smile while using the 
forms that were needed. I was home 
safe and sound. 

I would like to urge all Hams to 
get involved in their local hamfests, to 
upgrade and to encourage non-Hams to 
join our ranks. Amateur radio needs 
your help to expand and become a re- 
source for our state and community dur- 
ing emergencies. 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE‘HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


VENECONM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Fax (305) 669-9032 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDEROALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


ronatcvoun REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL « INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BROKFA — ASSOCIATE 
1-800-346-3859 
(305) 921-6610 


(305) 923-3333 


& 1905 Hollywood Blvd. 
saa Hollywood, FL 33020 


anes, 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


85/.25 
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KC4FAD 
BARRY GEE 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate ; 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: '305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


A 1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
HATS “aX Palm Bay, FL. 32907 


PLus ™* 
‘oO 

—& T-SHIRTS 
—& GOLF SHIATS 
—& HATS 
—& APRONS 
— > TOWELS 
—& KEY CHAINS 
—> PENCILS Etc... 


407-727-0317 


1-800-935-PLUS 
(7587) 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SPECIALTIES 
“WE PRINT ON ALMOST RNVINING” 


ORV 


503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 - 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/HDK REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 


WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


SERVICE 


= KENWOOD — 
AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 


We have been Servicing amateur radios reliably and economically on a 
national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state-of-the-art 8 & 10 
pole crystal filters, and specific upgrade kits for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu 


products. 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
(407) 489-5609 FAX No. (407) 464-6386 


Florida Custom Piasties 


KA4HWY 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
Largo, Florida 34641 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 

HARRY and JUNE KEITH 
LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHONE (813) 584-6121 


COMPUTER SHOWS 
& HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 


AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 


EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 


COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


_ 7ne 


‘heclaag apna sacl CORPORATION ED ROLLER, K4IA 
Oe eee sic a SPEEDWAY 50a sd mewn seer 957 Hor PHELAN, NAXZL 


License Plates, FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 

‘Car Truck Lettering Vustaut BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Sheri Zuckemen, Keaw2s_ SIGNS Write for free real estate catalog _ 
Dan, Wasa” 1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 


WATS 1-800-741-4490 FAX (813) 465-9669: 


ADVANTAGE COMMUNICATION 


Ne NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. Specializing in Amateur Radio Antenna Systems 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES Installation, maintenance and dismantling of Radio Equipment 
Lightning Protection 
Antenna Rotors 
Radio & Television Interference solutions 
12240 NE 14th Ave. Serving South Florida Amateurs For Over 5 Years 


Ta ay eos ek eet 
BENJAMIN L. NEMSER e on u 
President Fax (305) 895-8178 Hollywood, Florida 33021 (305) 961-2642 


TEST EQUIPMENT, COMPOMENTS & COMPUTER EQUIPAIENT BATTERIES 
*HICKEL CADMIUM* *CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*GELL CELLS* "EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* *CORDLESS /CELLULAR® 


‘ ASTRO TOO Se soInoeE Sccmeisenede 
a he pth bie ler TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 


(407) 253-3371 | 279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 
(407) 682-4311 (Office) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne FL.32935 . ; 1-800-346-0601 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book | | G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists Ham Rapio 

DXCC, QSL, QTH, UTC Info each Prefix. 7 Prefix Maps SERVICE AND REPAIR 

Instant Speak or Write, 10-page Russian QSO dialogue. ALL MAKEs 

U.S. PPD $9.45 % Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 

Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart % Also Marine Electronics 

55 Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons ' ARE ok isa GAIERS ne 

U YZ . orth Main Street ay . 

hasouble heen eh Jacksonville, Florida 32208 _ (904) 764-0042 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


There’s room for a couple . Tropical Electronics 


! 
more ads: Electronic Parts - IC’s - Transistors 


chi Surface Mount Devices - Components 
all: 


800-421-3279 Ge "Maury" &) 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 Phone (308) 522-5811 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FAX (305) 522-5271 


A SUPER BUY 


at only 


$75.99 


for a year 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Invitation to Cuba 


The Cuban Amateur Radio com- 
munity has invited American amateurs 
to participate in a joint operation with 
Cuban amateurs in the 1994 ARRL June 
VHF QSO Party. 

ARRL Oklahoma Section Man- 
ager Joe Lynch, N6CL, was invited to 
lead the group, during a visit to Cuba 
the week of February 7. The operation 
would take place from Bellomonte. Of- 
ficials of the Federacion 
Radioaficionados de Cuba (FRC) said 
they also have taken under consideration 
a proposal from an American group for 
a joint operation from Cuba on the HF 
bands in 1995. 

Lynch, in Cuba for a week as a 
member of a Methodist Church work 
team, extended greetings from ARRL 
Officials, presented FRC President Ing. 
Pedro Rodriguez, CO2RP, with a certifi- 
cate of participation for the June 1993 
ARRL VHF QSO Party, and also pre- 
sented an author’s certificate to Arne 
Coro, CO2KK, for his article in Decem- 
ber 1993 QST. 

Lynch’s informal meetings with 
FRC officials were publicized on radio, 
television, and in the print media. 

Joe Lynch is VHF editor of CQ 
Magazine and also is editor of the 


QCWA Journal. 


Astronaut to Russia 

Astronaut Ken Cameron, 
KBSAWP, has been named Director of 
Operations-Russia and manager of 
NASA operational activities at Star City 
and at the Russian control center at 
Kaliningrad. 

He will work with Russian Space 
Agency engineers and flight controllers 
on the US-Russia cooperative space pro- 
gram, including supervising NASA as- 
tronaut training at Star City and devel- 
oping plans and procedures to support 
joint space shuttle-Russian Mir space 
station flights and space station devel- 
opment. 

He is expected to command one of 
the early shuttle docking missions with 
Mir 


Cameron, 44, has flown on two 
SAREX shuttle flights, STS-37 in 1991 
and STS-56 in 1993. Both these shuttles 
were *’all-ham flights.” 

-ARRL 
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First Sebring Hamfest a 


Success 

According to Ray Ambrose, 
WB4AJW, the First Annual Hamfest and 
Tailgate at Sebring was beyond their 
expectations. Ray grumbled that they 
could have sold more than the forty 
tables but didn’t think the Armory could 
fit them in. He said that hindsight (which 
is free by the way) showed that they could 
have accommodated about 15 more 
tables. 

Ray said that everybody was snag- 
ging the free copies of the FLORIDA 
SKIP and they were all gone by 10AM. 
Two lucky people won subscriptions to 
the Skip. Ray also donated a subscrip- 
tion as a prize. The Skip appreciates it 
and I’m sure the Highlands County ARC 
did too. 


Orlando Hamfest a 
SMASH! 


In the words of Buzz Showalter, 
the Orlando hamfest was a smash! An 
educated guess of the attendance put it 
above 7000 people. There were 93 com- 
mercial dealers with 130 booths occu- 
pied. Even the Girl Scouts were selling 
cookies! 540 commercial and swap tables 
were sold out and Buzz said that they 
could have sold more. 


Radio show offered 

“This Week in Amateur Radio,” 
an Amateur Radio audio bulletin service, 
celebrates its first anniversary on March 
5. 

The show, offering news stories of 
interest to amateurs, lasts 60 to 90 min- 
utes. It is carried on the Omega Radio 
Network on Saturdays, at 7:30 PM EST. 

The program also is available on 
satellite Galaxy III, transponder 17 (9H), 
5.8 MHz wideband audio (4.040 GHz). 

Weekly program summaries are 
circulated on amateur packet bulletin 
boards, FidoNet, GEnie, USenet, and the 
Internet. The program is produced by 
Stephan Anderman, WA3RKB, and 
George Bowen, N2LQS. 


For more information, contact 
Anderman at PO Box 8592, Albany NY 
12208, or via amateur packet at 
WA2UMX.ENY.NY.USA.NA. 

-ARRL, Internet 


Communications 


Established! 

Thanks to Dan Courtney, K4HDV, 
the FLORIDA SKIP has been able to 
receive Zhe World Wireless Beacon, the 
publication of the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers, Inc. The newsletter is pub- 
lished and edited by T. K. Phelps 
(W8TP). 

It is a very well prepared publica- 
tion and full of interesting and unusual 
stories. The nature of their organization 
and the intriguing backgrounds of many 
of their members provides a reservoir of 
stories about the old days of communi- 
cations. 


HamVention 


award winners 


For the fourth time in the past five 
years, an ARRL dignitary has been 
named the Dayton Ham Vention Ham of 
the Year. 

Chosen this year was Perry Will- 
iams, W1UED, who retires at the end of 
April as ARRL Washington Area Coor- 
dinator, after 40 years of League service. 

Perry is featured in a story about 


- the League’s Washington office that will 


appear in April QST. 
Receiving the Technical Achieve- 


‘ment Award is Dick Newell, AK1A, of 


Bolton, Massachusetts, the inventor of 
Packet Cluster. A QST story about 
Newell appeared in August 1990 QST 
on page 54. 

The DARA Special Achievement 
Award goes to Russell Kroeker, N7HGE, 
of Kent, Washington, whom the DARA 
credits with conceiving the Evergreen 
Intertie, a system of interlinked repeat- 
ers stretching from California to British 
Columbia. A description of the system 
is in June 1991 QST, page 83. 

Previous Dayton Hams of the Year 
include former ARRL President Harry 
Dannals, W2HD (1993); International 
Amateur Radio Union President and 
former ARRL General Manager Dick 
Baldwin, W1IRU (1992); and ARRL 
Hudson Division Director Steve 
Mendelsohn, WA2DHF (1990). 

The awards will be presented at the 
Dayton HamVention, April 29 to May 
1, 1994. 

-ARRL 


Miami, Or- 

7 lando, Pensacola ... 
Y Fort Walton Beach to 
come ... 

The 1994 Hamfest season in 
Florida has begun with these hamfests 
and several others all over the state. The 
three “fests listed included MARS tables 
and forums as well as the general 
hamfest itself. MARS materials are sent 
to all the hamfests with good results. I 
thank those members who carry the ma- 
terials to their respective hamfests and 
who participate to the extent available 
at each one. Every Army MARS mem- 
ber is a public relations representative. 
Every Army MARS member carries pub- 
lic relations responsibilities through his/ 
her actions, words, and his/her relation- 
ship with all those people that he or she 
meets. 

Orlando HamCation was the site 
for the Florida State Army MARS meet- 


ing and the Florida State Joint MARS ~ 


meeting. These meetings and the MARS 
booth were well attended by Army 
MARS members. Bert Fow/AAA4FL, 
State Director for Florida Army MARS, 
expressed his appreciation for the dedi- 
cation and thousands of hours that 
Florida Army MARS members spend 
performing MARS services. He cited 
many “firsts” that Florida has recorded 
over the past year including the devel- 
opment of a VHF simplex cluster net- 
work. This concept was first approached 
nearly five years ago. With the advent 
of the VHF only Army MARS license, 
the cluster concept is making great 
progress. The VHF cluster concept is one 
in which the entire state is covered by 
interlocking VHF simplex nets (clus- 
ters). Bert turned the meeting over to 
Tom DeLange/AAT4LE who is our VHF 
simplex cluster coordinator. 

In a major disaster, most likely 
hurricanes in Florida, there is nothing 
that guarantees viable operations via HF, 
VHF via repeaters, packet via digis or 
nodes, telephone, or commercial electri- 
cal power, VHF simplex operations are 
always available. They do not require 
towers to remain standing. They do not 
require commercial electrical power or 
large generators. This is why the VHF 
simplex cluster concept is so important. 


Tom showed that Florida has 47 identi- 
fiable clusters at this writing. Part of 
the thrust of present recruiting is to iden- 
tify areas that are not yet covered by VHF. 
We are looking for new members to fill 
in the “black holes” which are currently 
devoid of VHF communications. 

Jim Hamilton/AAT4RD, Assistant 
State MARS Director, addressed 
Florida’s progress in developing a com- 
prehensive statewide VHF packet net- 
work and the establishment of VHF voice 
repeaters. Central Florida is well cov- 
ered with such a network — now totally 
owned by Army MARS. South Florida 
is making good progress as are the 
Tampa area and the Northwest Florida 
Panhandle. Alabama Army MARS is 
delighted with the PNS node in 
Pensacola. It has helped to fill in one of 
their “black holes”. This is an example 
of the great interstate cooperation that 
is a hallmark of Army MARS. The re- 
maining areas of Florida need develop- 
ment, and the developed areas of the state 
need the establishment of links enabling 
communication to flow smoothly 
throughout the system. With all the de- 
velopment being accomplished by the 
Army MARS members themselves, 
Florida has a right to be proud of the 
operators who have dedicated themselves 


~ 7 ARMY MARS REPORT Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PIO mars ww 
t-4- 


to serving the state through the MARS 
organization. 

At this writing, the Fort Walton 
Beach Hamfest has yet to be held on 
March 19 and 20. This hamfest will fea- 
ture both a MARS table and a MARS 
forum. Army MARS personnel are pro- 
viding the booth at which all services 
will be represented and chairing the fo- 
rum to which all service MARS mem- 
bers are invited. 

Army MARS materials will be 
found at all the hamfests, large or small, 
in the State of Florida. I invite all Ama- 
teurs to look for these materials and study 
them. They will cover such topics as 
the VHF only licensing and the new 
Auxiliary Army MARS membership. In 
this column, in January, I described both 
of these membership categories. I will 
be addressing them again as we look for 
new members to serve in these areas. 

Army MARS everywhere has 
much to offer to the licensed Amateur 
Radio operator. The new licensee has 
the same operating opportunities as does 
the more experienced licensee. Look at 
our programs and see what they offer 
you. 


Army MARS... Proud... Profes- 
sional ... Ready 


The MARS Booth at the Orlando Hamfest stands ready for action. 


Photo by Matt Matthew, KC4RKJ. 
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Repeater Trustees Can Ban Users 


The Federal Communications 
Commission has issued a letter of inter- 
pretation that validates the authority of 
repeater system licensees to ban duly li- 
censed radio amateurs from operating 
over their open repeaters. The interpre- 
tation comes as a result of a request for 
clarification sought by attorney Sidney 
Radus, N6OMS, of Orange, California. 
Radus is the attorney representing the 
Claremont Amateur Repeater Associa- 
tion in its fight to regain control over 
the way that its club repeater systems are 
used and who can have access to them. 

In preparation of a civil complaint 
against on unwelcome user, attorney 
Radus wrote to the FCC’s Private Radio 
Bureau to find out exactly where his cli- 
ent stood in regard to operation of a re- 
peater station as outlined under Part 
97.205(e) of the Amateur Service rules. 
His fax was answered by Personal Ra- 
dio Branch Chief John B. Johnston, 
W3BE. Johnston is well versed in Part 
97 regulatory matters; his was the guid- 
ing hand that crafted the latest version. 
Johnston’s response is printed below. 


FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20554 

Feb. 1, 1994 

In Reply Refer to: 

XXXXXXXX 

Mr. Sidney L. Radus 

Orange Ca 92669 


Dear Mr. Radus, 
This is in response to your fax 
dated January 14, 1994 in which you 


request further response to your pre-. 


vious correspondence. Specifically, you 
request whether Section 97.205(e) per- 
mits owners of “open” repeaters to 
limit the use of their repeaters to cer- 
tain users. 

Section 97.205(e) states: ‘...Lim- 
iting the use of a repeater to only cer- 
tain user stations is permissible.’ The 
rule section applies whether a repeater 
is coordinated as an “open” or 
“closed” repeater. Further, the rule 
applies without regard as to whether 
a repeater is coordinated at all. Rule 
97.205(e), without qualification, per- 
mits the individual responsible for 
proper operation of a repeater to limit 
the use of a repeater to certain user 
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stations. 

I trust this is responsive to your 
concerns. 

Sincerely, 

John B. Johnston 

Chief, Personal Radio Branch 


Attorney Radus used this regula- 
tory interpretation as evidence at a re- 
straining order hearing against a former 
member of the Claremont Amateur Re- 
peater Association. It was accepted as 
evidential material by an Orange County, 
California Superior Court which sided 
with the radio club and granted its re- 
straining petition that banned Tim W. 
Seawolf, KJSKE, from operating on any 
CLARA repeater for the next three years. 

But looked at on a much broader 
scale, this latest interpretation of Sec- 
tion 97.205(e) says that no operator ac- 
quires any additional rights to use a re- 
peater system just because it is listed as 
“open.” A repeater licensee - or control 
operator by extension - can operate a 
system as “open,” yet deny permission 
for <I>anyone he chooses<N> to use it. 

In essence, this interpretation of 
Section 97.205(e) by Johnson means that 
any ham who enjoys the use of a repeater, 
regardless if it is “open,” “closed,” “co- 
ordinated” or “uncoordinated,” does so 
under the authority of the repeater sta- 
tion licensee. Further, a repeater license 
holder has the authority to ban any ra- 
dio amateur from operating through his 
relay device, and that those so banned 
have no regulatory recourse. This is truly 
a precedent-setting interpretation by the 
FCC and one that may forever change 
the way in which repeaters are operated. 


-Westlink Report, Feb. 28 
LEARN & EARN 


Your Amateur Radio License 

The writer learned in Miami that 
Harry Pilafian, W4SQG conducts classes 
for Novice and Technician licenses. Ac- 
cording to his flyer, he “teaches you 
everthing you need to know” about ba- 
sic electronic theory, rules & regulations 
and morse code. 

For those that are interested, con- 
tact: Harry Pilafian, W4SQG, 9940 SW 
60 Street, Miami, Fl 33173. Call (305) 
271-2512. 


HIGH SPEED CODE 


PRACTICE ON THE AIR 
Ted Herrman, AE8G of Lake 


Worth conducts high-speed code 
practice on Monday and Thursday 
evenings at 0100Z - 7.022MHz plus 
or minus a k or So. 


WIREBOOK H 


The How-to and source manual 
written by "The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


If you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 
Baluns - WIREBOOK I 

IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 
FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK II by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 


RATE CARD INFORMATION 

HAMBAR service, of electronic equipment only, is 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateurs 
at the rate of 10 cents per word, which includes address, 
call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAMBAR is $3.00. 
All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 
word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No 
reruns. Each HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. 
No ad will be published unless accompanied by full re- 


mittance! We require all HAMBAR ads contain the full 
mailing address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, 
if any. Make it easy for person wanting to buy your equip- 
ment. No HAMBARS via telephone! 
COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
Please write or call for rate card and quotes. 


Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) 
of each month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, 
Melbourne, FL 32935. 


WANTED - Collins equipments, 7583/3283, 516F2, 75A4, 
KWM 1-2, filters, mikes, spkrs etc. Please call. John - W2LEC, 
5795 La Paseos Dr., Green Acres, FL 33463. 1-407-439-0711. 


SALE - REPEATER CONTROLLER, RC-850 with digi- 


tal voice, phone patch, computer interface & 2 FC900 remote 
base controllers. Also BBS with 2 serial port access, aux TT 
decoders, rotor control NSPECTOR program and version 3.5 
thru 3.7 firmware. New cost was $3500, will sacrifice for 
$2000. Call K3AAF. Brian at (904) 629-6238. 4612 NE 21 
Ct., Ocala FL 34479. 


Loony laws still on the books. When two railroad trains meet 
at a crossing, each shall stop and neither shall prodeed until 
the other has passed. - Texas. 


WANTED FOR CASH - Vacuum tube inventories, large or 


small quantities. WANTED - Collins KWM1, KWM2 or 
Kenwood 430. Levy, WS5QJT. 2310 Denmakr St., Apt 62, 
Clearwater FL 34623. Ph (813) 791-4730 anytime. 


SALE -IC-28H 2M Mint Condition, Modified Smit/Recv 138- 


174 MHz. Presently being used for packet, going dual bander, 
with Manual, Mike. A Steal ! $275. Armand Villamor, 
WA4QVH/V3 LAV, 9020 SW 29th Terrace, Miami FL 33165- 
3223. (305) 554-8361. 


WANTED - B & W Linear with pair 813’s and manual. E. 


Shafer, N8ES. 3479 Kersdale Rd., Pepper Pike, OH 44124 
SALE - Collins KWM380 serial #1452 with 3 filters and 100 
memory keypad. $1995 plus shipping. E. Shafer, N8ES. 3479 


Kersdale Rd. Pepper Pike, OH 44124. PH 216-831-9198. 


FOR SALE - TS-140S Kenwood HF transceiver 10-160m. 
Smartuner HF-55B. Antenna Coupler Model SG-230. Hy-Gain 
Tower, telescopic 43' (broken Ham-IV rotor) $1300. Call (305) 
858-6572 after SPM. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood 520 XCVR, MFJ Deluxe Versa Tuner, 


MFJ Electronic Keyer, Vibroplex Bug. Sold as lot only. $500. 
Dirk Smith, 1140 Holland Dr #2 Boca Raton FL 33487. (407) 
241-2445. 


Country Western Song: | don't know whether to kill myself 


or go bowling. 


FOR SALE - ETO model 77DX HF amplifier. Easy full limit 


over 1.8 - 30Mhz continuous. Very good condition. $2750.00. 
Prefer pick up in Melbourne. Lance Lyman, K8IXZ, 5589 
Cajeput Ct., Melbourne Village FL 32904. (407) 725-8163. 
$500 TAKES ALL - Yaesu FT707 Transceiver, FC707 match- 
ing tuner, S0O0W power pack, external speaker, hand-desk 
mikes, 4 antennas, switch, manuals. Yaesu FT208R 2 meter 
Handy, base-mobile antennas manual. Yaesu FT-7 Transceiver, 
pack, tuner, key, ancillary gear. Emmett Stegall, KB4ICQ 353 
Swain Blvd, Greenacres, FL 33463. (407) 433-9517. 


Anybody wanna 
buy a radio -con- 
trolled Easter 


ae egg? 


They sell just about anything in 
HAMBARS! 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 
MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .26 ea. 
FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 
FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 


(Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 


Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 
33266 
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Civilian uses Police Radio in Emergency 


Poses possible test case 

An incident in Fort Worth, Texas, 
could wind up as a test case as to whether 
or not a civilian can use a police radio 
in a life and death emergency situation. 
It involves an alleged drunk driver, a 
police officer, a civilian and a police ra- 
dio. 

Around midnight on December 
22nd, Officer Alan Chick has stopped 
to assist a stranded female motorist. His 
police cruiser was parked on the shoul- 
der of the road with its overhead lights 
flashing. Officer Chick has just gotten 
the motorist’s vehicle running when the 
drunk crashed into the police car and the 
stranded motorist’s car. 

The police officer suffered sever 
head and internal injuries. The motorist 
he was assisting was also struck. She 
suffered severe injuries to her neck and 
back. The driver who caused the acci- 
dent was not injured, but was either too 
drunk or unwilling to summon assis- 
tance. 

But the woman motorist managed 
to crawl and drag herself several yards 
to the police cruiser. There, she was able 
to reach inside to grab the microphone 
and use the police radio. Emergency aid 
soon arrived and the two injured parties 
were transported to a nearby hospital. 

The alleged drunk was given a 
blood-alcohol test and then was jailed 
for driving under the influence. Other 
charges are pending. News clippings 
indicate that he has a long prior history 


of two convictions on ten prior arrests 
for DWI offenses. 

Not the question is: will a com- 
plaint against the woman for using the 
police’ radio to save her life and that of 
Officer Chick be filed? One news report 
says that the Dallas FCC office has been 
informed of the incident and is looking 
into the case as being similar to one in 
San Diego, California. There, a ham 
used a modified piece of ham gear on a 
sheriff’s channel to summon help after 
his friend fell while hiking in a wilder- 
ness area. 

But there are glaring differences 
between the radio gear used in the two 
incidents. The handheld in San Diego 
had been illegally modified for out-of- 
band operation while the mobile used in 
Fort Worth was designed for operation 
on a police channel. On the other hand, 
neither operator was legally licensed to 
use either radio, and it will be up to the 
FCC to determine if any laws were bro- 
ken in either case. 

The FCC had no interest in this 
incident and was not even aware that the 
accident had happened until local hams 
in the Fort Worth area who were angry 
about the San Diego situation brought 
the matter to the government’s attention. 
Several packet radio messages castigat- 
ing the FCC in the San Diego matter and 
comparing the two incidents were posted 
“ALLUS.” These were brought to the 
attention of the Commission which was 
forced to take an interest in the case. 


-WESTLINK Report, 
January 24, 1994 


Missouri Hams 
Lauded For 
Flood Efforts 


On December 16, 1993, the 
Governor of the State of Missouri, Mel 
Carnahan, recognized individuals for the 
assistance they provided to the state dur- 
ing the “Great Flood of 1993.” Emer- 
gency management directors from all of 
the counties affected by the flooding were 
asked to send names of no more than 
two award nominees to the Governor’s 
office. The Cole County Emergency 
Management Director, Dave Spicer, 
wanted to recognize Amateur Radio op- 
erators of the Mid-MO ARC and the 
Jefferson City area for the communica- 
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tions provided during the flood. The 
problem was that he couldn’t nominate 
all of the operators or the Club as a 
group...only individuals were to be rec- 
ognized. Dave decided to select a mem- 
ber of the local Amateur Radio commu- 
nity to serve as a representative for the 
local amateurs and to accept the award 
on their behalf. Dave chose Tom 
Hammond, NOSS, to be the recipient of 
the award because he had served as the 
main NCS of the emergency and sand- 
bagging net for the several days during 
which it was in almost continuous op- 
eration (20 hours a day). 45 individual 
awards were presented by Governor 
Carnahan and Lt. Governor Roger Wil- 
son at the ceremony. Both officials spoke 
very well of all of those who gave so 
freely of their time and energies to help 


the citizens of the state. At least one 
other Amateur Radio operator (Wayne 
Holmes, AAOML, St. Joseph) who was 
present and also accepted his award on 
behalf of his Amateur Radio club. A 
luncheon and reception followed the 
awards ceremony. 

Postscript: Before the floods came 
to the Midwest, many local officials 
looked upon Amateur Radio operators 
as little more than the stereotyped CB 
operator. They chose not to involve 
themselves with Amateur Radio commu- 
nications and did not bother to write us 
into their emergency communications 
plans. As a result of the many and var- 
ied communications services provided by 
Amateur Radio during the period of the 
flooding, many local officials now real- 
ize that their local Amateur Radio op- 
erators are a valuable resource which 
they should have recognized long ago. 
It’s only too bad that we had to go 
through as devastating a disaster as we 
did in order to bring the benefits of 
Amateur Radio communications to the 
forefront. But then, I guess it sometimes 
takes a major event to cause some folks 
to wake up and smell the roses. —Tom 
Hammond, NOSS 


Ed. Note. Zom Hammond, NOSS, 
received the Governor 's Award for Com- 
munity Service. 

-ARRL . 


SPRING SAVINGS 
ARE BLOOMING AT 


Harold Heaster is happy to announce a new coupon program rp March 31, 
1994 through May 7, 1994 only. 


Tea ana aero ee ee me bs | 


, CUT YOUR OWN DEAL !! 


| To our customers: PRESENT THE COMPLETED COUPON 
AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE TO YOUR AUTHORIZED 
| KENWOOD AMATEUR RAGIO DEALER FOR YOUR DIS- 
| COUNT. This coupon may be used only for the Kenwood 
models listed here, for the appropriate discount chee This 
| Dia ae is not good for cash. Offer good only at authorized 


lers. 

| xe) authorized Kenwood dealers: indicate the radio purchased 

| and discount amount. Send this coupon, Se ee 
sales receipt, to Kenwood Communications Corporation 

| Attention: Spring Sale 


| NAME 


This really smells like 


| PHONE 
| CALL SIGN 


TS-950SDX SAVE $100.00 
TS 450S/AT SAVE 
TS-50S SAVE 
TM-742A SAVE 
TM-942A SAVE 
TM-241-A SAVE 

. This TH-78A SAVE 
cash value, COUPON MUST BE FILLED OUT | 


coupon has no a 

| BY CUSTOMER and PRESENTED TO AN AUTHORIZED TH-22AT SAVE 
| DEALER TO BE VALID. Not valid with any other offers or It TH-42AT SAVE 
| discounts. Coupon offer valid March 20, 1994 through May 7, J 


| 1994 only ' TH-732A SAVE 
" REDEEM WITH AUTHORIZED DEALER | 


Please check model purchased & discount 
~ 4 0.00 off 


| 
| 
I 
| 
| _TS- 
| _TS-450S/SAT* 
| _TS-950SDX 

*With or without tuner 
| Coupon offer valid in USA only; void where 


———————— a good deal 


Harold Heaster, KE8MR * Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
Local 904-673-4066 Toll Free 800-84-radio (847-2346) 
GIVE US A CALL AHO SAVE 
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THE SEARCH FOR CUBIE HARRIS 


Special First Person Account 
-by Mike Perry, AB4GI 


Ed. Note. Mr. Perry is the Presi- 
dent of the Platinum Coast Amateur 
Radio Society (PCARS) in Melbourne. 


This is not really a story about 
amateur radio. In the story, amateur ra- 
dio has a significant role to play. But 
the real centerpiece is a group of people 
who willingly sacrificed their own time, 
took on a tough task and assumed no 
small amount of personal risk. Even 
though the probability of success was 
razor thin and there was no possibility 
of personal gain for any of the group, 
twenty-two hams joined the search for 
Cubie Harris. We didn’t find him. We 
didn’t even find a clue to his where- 
abouts. The real story is the dedication 
of a band of hams who tried to help a 
fellow human being regardless of the 
hardship and risk. 

The story began at lunch on Tues- 
day, February 15, when several of us 
noticed helicopters buzzing the area. We 
speculated on their mission; the consen- 
sus was that we were seeing some type 
of training mission. But as the day wore 
on the story of Cubie Harris began to 
unfold. Cubie Harris was an 84 year old 
gentleman with advanced Alzheimer’s 
disease who wandered away from a Palm 
Bay nursing home on the previous Mon- 
day. On Tuesday, a massive search was 
launched, but by dark, no evidence of 
Cubie’s whereabouts had emerged. On 
Tuesday afternoon, Clayton Bennett, 
KA4NHW, the PCARS Emergency Co- 
ordinator, approached the search officials 
and asked if there was something the 
hams could do to help. The Palm Bay 
Police were quick to respond that they 
needed manpower for Wednesday’s 
search. 

The first hurdle was the effort to 
collect manpower. We implemented the 
PCARS callup plan. Even though there 
were missing links in the callup, we 
managed to contact the majority of the 
membership. To supplement the callup, 
we put a message on the 146.85 repeater 
asking for help. By late that evening 
the incoming calls indicated that PCARS 
had come through with a significant 
group. 
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Hams began to assemble at the 
‘Command Post set up at the Palm Bay 
Community Center 7:15 Wednesday 
morning. By 8:00, twenty two PCARS 
members and one IRARC member had 


_ shown up, the biggest group in the 


search. We were joined by General 
Lewis’ Search and Recovery Response 
team, a pseudomilitary group consisting 
mostly of cadets in their late teens. 

Since none of us had participated 
in anything like this, Lt. Doug Dechenne 
of the Palm Bay Police Department, gave 
us a very detailed briefing on how to 
conduct the search, what to look for and 
what to report. After the briefing we held 
a caucus to determine how to organize. 
We broke into two groups of searchers. 
One member of the team remained at the 
command post to act as our contact with 
the Police. Since a true net would have 
been unworkable under these circum- 
stances we depended on point to point 
communications, and hoped that the dis- 
cipline would hold. One function of the 
station in the command post was to shoo 
people not connected with the search off 
the frequency. 

We began the search in the woods 
confined by Palm Bay Road, Pirate Lane 
and Lipscombe Ave. Spread out in a line 
approximately 250 yards long, we moved 
from near Lipscombe toward the west. 
At first the going was easy, but as we 
continued on the vegetation became 
thicker and less penetrable. Some brush 
we forced our way through; other thick- 
ets we were forced around. We searched 
as best we could. It took a couple of 
hours to make it to Babcock Street. I 
feel pretty confident of one thing; if 
Cubie had been there, we would have 
found him. The radio communications 
gave us an edge that other groups did 
not have. We could coordinate the search 
in real time, moving our manpower 
around to ensure that we didn’t miss any 
significant area. Lt. Dechenne accom- 
panied us for that portion of the search, 
and he seemed impressed with our use 
of the frequency. 

We continued on west of Babcock 
Street, where we encountered some of 
the toughest going of the day. The 
ground was swampy and the brambles 
were capable of removing big chunks of 
hide. We found a boat in there. It was a 


runabout, probably seventeen or eighteen 
feet, and in pretty good condition. I can’t 
imagine how it got there. We couldn’t 
see much of our group in the brush, but 
we kept up with everyone on the radios. 
The brush ended in a steep embankment 
about fifteen feet tall. By then most of 
us were so tired that it looked a little like 
the Matterhorn. We scaled the mound 
only to end up in the back yard of a hous- 
ing complex. 

By noon we had covered the area 
between Lipscombe and Stack Road. 
Hungry and tired, we were taken by 
schoolbus back to the command post for 
a rest and some lunch served by the Red 
Cross. We lost a few members at that 
point. Some had to go back to work. A 
few were just tired. I couldn’t blame 
them a bit. Several nonham volunteers 
showed up and we integrated them with 
our ham group. By interspersing the non 
hams with the hams, we could maintain 
communications. It was during lunch 
we noticed the difference between Gen. 
Lewis’ group and ours. The teenagers 
were holding up somewhat better than 
us. 

We continued the search, pressing 
on through the palmetto brush. We 
swept a 200 yard wide path extending 
from Palm Bay road, northward into the 
brush. As we reached Dairy Road, our 
group was reinforced by several hams 
who had gotten off work and out of 
school. We took a short break at the 
Texaco Station on Palm Bay Road, and 
continued on. By 4:30 we had reached 
our objective, Hollywood Blvd. Ex- 
hausted, we had traversed nearly five 
miles of very rugged terrain. 

We didn’t find Cubie Harris. Each 
of us hoped that we would but knew that 
it was very unlikely. Yet we had to try. 
Cubie was a human being in trouble and 
this group cared enough to make a sub- 
stantial sacrifice to try to help. To those 
of you who were there, you have my 
highest admiration. I can’t help but feel 
humble in the presence of you genuine 
heroes who answered the call and tried. 

The PCARS Search Team 

WB4NPL WO4Z |= KD4ZCP 
WA8BAP KD4WLE K4CTH WB4SXD 
KD4UHF KA8HAA AB4GI KC40YJ 
KC4RCY AA4FC WA4DHI AC40F 
KO4XW* KD4HHF WA9JHC KR4AQ 
N2GBI KO4ZT KB40OIX 

*Indian River ARC 

Ed. Note. At the time of publication, 
Cubie had not been found. 


ACKS 


I thought it might be inter- 
esting to ressurect some interest- 
ing items out of the past. The edi- 
tor has a limited collection of ads 

Srom bygone days and I thought 
that some of the readers could 
contribute a few of their own. 
Let's try it and see what we come 


up with! 


SB TRUE MUSICAL RECEPTION 


Power Amplifier 
Both of these high quality compact units 
use a U.X. 216B or 281 tube for rectifying 
and a U.X. 210 super power audio tube 
as ar. amplifier which gives distortionless 
and true natural reception with wonder- 
ful tone quality and volume. 


Both instruments are identical in their 
performance as super power amplifiers. 
The Combination however is also.a com- 
plete “B” Eliminator furnishing all the 


TIMMONS Power Amplifier 


List $45.00 


(Without Tubes) 


TIMMONS Combination Power 
Amplifier and “B” Supply 
List $770.00 


(Without Tubes) 


SPECIAL *232 


SPECIAL *15= 


“B” current required by the regular tubes 
of the set. No adjustments required and 
no output transformer ov similar’ auxil- 
iary equipment needed with either unit. 
For use with alternating current 105-120 
volts, 50-60 cycles. 

Every unit is brand new, packed in 
original factory sealed carton and fully 
guaranteed. They have been approved 
by Popular Radio and Popular Science 
Laboratories. 


About your mailing 


label and mailing 

The FLORIDA SKIP Subscription 
Division (that’s me) has been trying to 
update, correct, streamline and refine the 
database that keeps track of subscriptions 
and produces the mailing labels. 

It has been a chore that was more 
involved than I expected since I had three 
sources of information and in many 
cases, they did not agree. 


I looked at each and every indi- . 


vidual subscription and tried to get all 
information correct. In some cases, there 
were several expiration dates. I chose the 
LATEST date in most cases except one 
that showed up as expiring in the year 
2021. 

Many of the dates on the labels 
shifted by 1 to 3 months, several as much 
as a year. Some people had paid twice 
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within a few months and had been en- 
tered as separate subscriptions. In these 
cases, if I couldn’t contact the person, I 
simply combined the time - hence some 
subscriber ’s expiration dates will advance 
by a year or more. 

Once I get the any remaining kinks 
out of the master list, it will be exactly 
that - A MASTER LIST that will remain 
in my office and administered by me or 
my assistant. The list will remain at my 
office location and I will be able to verify 


‘information instantly if anybody calls 


with a gripe. The mailing information 
will be given to the mailer each month 
and hopefully it will be within a few days 
of being current. (Previously, two lists 
were maintained - a subscriber list and a 
mailing list. The two lists didn’t always 
agree!) 

So...if you see a gross violation on 
your new labels, try to be easy on me. I 
have nearly lost all of my vision and have 


Warren St., New York City . 


completely used up my list of expletives 
as I looked at every single subscription 
on the books! 

I guess this is as good a time as 
any to talk about the mailing. As I have 
mentioned before, I purposely mail the 
Skip several days later, hoping that it 
arrives somewhere around the first 
week of the month. 

The March issue was an exercise 
in futility. February was a short month 
and I was out of town two weekends 
for the Miami and Orlando hamfests. 
The mailing company moved to a new 
location across town and was in a state 
of chaos. Matters were getting so bad 
that I was going to put, “Whenever you 
get it” in place of March 1994. In fact, 
some of you will probably still be read- 
ing the March Skip when this arrives! 
I hope you all will give me a chance 
and not start a move to have me fired. 

//ger 
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MONTESSORI 
SCHOOL OF FORT 
MYERS GRANTED ITS 
LICENSE TO SERVE 


FORT MYERS, FL 


The Commission has granted the 
application of The Montessori School of 
Fort Myers (School) for an Instructional 
Television Fixed Service (ITFS) facility 
on Channels D1-D4 to serve, Naples, FL. 
It denied the competing application of 
Faith Lutheran Church (Church) for an 
ITFS facility to serve Marco Island, FL. 

Both applicants were qualified to 
be licensees and the Commission made 
its decision based on a comparison of the 
two. 

If found School entitled to four 
points for being local, three for being 
accredited, two for observing the four- 
channel limitation, and one point for 
proposing at least 21 hours of formal 
educational ITFS programming per 
channel per week, for a total of ten 
points. Church was entitled to four 
points for being local, two points for 
observing the four-channel limitation 
and one point for proposing at least 21 
hours of formal educational ITFS pro- 
gramming per channel per week, for a 
total of seven points. Therefore, School 


was the successful applicant. 
-FCC Internet 
Georgia bill 
introduced 


A bill introduced in the Georgia 
Legislature that would eliminate the ef- 
fect of restrictive property covenants on 
amateurs is believed to be the first of its 
type in the nation, according to Georgia 
Section Manager Jim Altman, N4UCK. 

The bill, H.B. 1134, would prevent 
all new and renewed covenants from 
regulating, controlling, or restricting 
antennas owned and operated by licensed 
amateurs in the state. 

Altman said that, in Georgia, all 
restrictive covenants have a life of 20 
years, but can be renewed. This law, in 
banning new and renewed covenants, 
would leave the existing covenants in 
place until their natural expiration, and 
prevent new ones. Over the next 20 
years, all existing covenants would dis: 
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appear. 
The bill was initially referred to 
the State Bar committee on real prop- 
erty law, which gave the measure a “’do 
pass” recommendation. 

Amateurs in Georgia are urged to 
contact their state legislators and urge 
their support of H.B. 1134. For more 
information, contact Altman or the 
Regulatory Information Branch at ARRL 


Headquarters. 
FCC ISSUES $17,500 
FORFEITURE TO 
PIRATE 


BROADCASTER 


The Commission has denied 
Andrew R. Yoder’s Application for Re- 
view of the $17,500 forfeiture penalty 
issued by the Field Operations Bureau 
against him for repeatedly operating a 
broadcast station without an authoriza- 
tion in violation of Section 301 of the 
Communications Act. 

Commission investigators 
monitored transmissions from the sta- 
tion which operated under the call sign 
“Radio USA” from various locations, 


Jim's Ham Dictionary 


GD NQ) 
ns 
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eventually tracing the transmissions to 
the home of Mr. Yoder’s parents in 
Springs, Pennsylvania. Mr. Yoder re- 
fused to allow the FCC investigators to 
inspect his radio station, another viola- 
tion of Commission Rules. 

The station and operator were 
positively identified by voice and close- 
in direction-finding techniques. The 
Commission rejected Mr. Yoder’s argu- 
ments that the evidence was insufficent 
to establish that he was the operator of 
the station, and that he was not obligated 
to allow the FCC investigators to inspect 
his radio station. 

Action by the Commission 
March 10, 1994, by Memorandum Opin- 
ion and Order (FCC 94-66). Chairman 
Hundt, Commissioners Quello and 
Barrett. 
-FCC- 


Florida Skip welcomes Jim’s Ham 
Dictionary as a regular feature. The cre- 
ator and artist is James L. Parish, 


N4FFM of Lakeland Florida. 


PLAYING HOOKY 


FROM CLASS. 


Caller ID to be available nationwide 


FCC ADOPTS FEDERAL 
POLICIES FOR REGULATION 
(CC DOCKET 91-281) 

The Commission has adopted 
a federal model, effective April 12, 1995, 
for interstate delivery of calling party 
number based services. These services 
include caller ID, which is available to- 
day in many states, as well as services 
that will permit businesses to serve cus- 
tomers more efficiently and will permit 
increased security of computer networks. 

The rules adopted today enable 
these services to become available to 
consumers and businesses nationwide 
and require free, automatic, per call 
blocking to protect privacy interests. 
They also require carriers to educate con- 
sumers about these services. 

The Commission also adopted 
rules to address privacy concerns raised 
by the reuse or sale of information gen- 
erated by automatic number identifica- 
tion (ANI). Specifically, the Commis- 
sion found that a federal model for in- 
terstate delivery of calling party number 
is in the public interest, that calling party 
privacy must be protected, and that cer- 
tain state regulation of interstate caller 
ID must be preempted. 

The availability of calling party 
number based service, including caller 
ID, requires end to end interconnection 
of Signalling System 7 (SS7) networks 
between carriers, so that the calling 
party’s number can be transmitted from 
the calling party to the called party. In- 
terstate delivery of calling party based 
services is thus not feasible until inter- 
state SS7 interconnection and calling 
party number delivery between local ex- 
change carriers and interexchange car- 
riers becomes widespread. 

The Commission noted that a 
consistent, nationwide interstate policy 
will contribute to economic growth as 
businesses employ the new technology 
for a number of uses. These uses may 
include pay-per-view television, order/ 
entry verification, voice messaging stor- 
age, customized customer service, busi- 
ness fraud reduction, call routing, emer- 
gency dispatch, health care services, tele- 
phone banking, home shopping, dealer 
locator, and selective call message for- 
warding. 


While the technology for na- 
tionwide caller ID service is being de- 
ployed and used on an intrastate basis, 
several regulatory and legal issues have 
delayed its introduction nationwide. 
Today’s action supports the efforts of 
carriers, standards setting bodies, states, 
equipment manufacturers and others to 
provide caller ID in an efficient man- 
ner. In the federal model the Commis- 
sion recognizes the value and benefits 
to the public of this service and promotes 
the transmission of the calling party 
number from the originating carrier to 
the terminating carrier. 

The Commission has balanced 
the reasonable privacy expectations of 
both the calling and called parties and 
removed obstacles to the development of 
calling party based services posed by 
uncertainty and non-uniform state poli- 
cies. 
In today’s action the Commis- 
sion found that: 

— Common carriers using 
Common Channel SS7 and subscribing 
to or offering any service based on SS7 
functionality must transmit the calling 
party number parameter (CPN) and its 
associated privacy indicator on any in- 
terstate call to connecting carriers; (The 
CPN is the subscriber line number or the 
directory number contained in the call- 
ing party number parameter of the call 
set-up message associated with an inter- 
state call using SS7. The calling party 
number parameter includes an associated 
privacy indicator.) In other words, local 
exchange carriers (LECs) must transmit 
both the calling party number and its 
associated privacy indicator to 
interexchange carriers (IXCs) and vice 
versa; 

— Carriers offering CPN de- 
livery services must provide, at no charge 
to the caller, an automatic per call block- 
ing mechanism for interstate callers. 
Terminating carriers providing calling 
party based services, including caller ID, 
must honor the privacy indicator; 

— The costs of interstate trans- 
mission of CPN are so small that the 
CPN should be transmitted among car- 
riers without additional charge; and 

— Carriers participating in the 
offering of any service that delivers CPN 


on interstate calls must inform telephone 
subscribers that the subscriber’s number 
may be revealed to called parties and 
describe what steps subscribers can take 
to avoid revealing their numbers. In the 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
in this proceeding, the Commission is 
seeking comment on whether more de- 
tailed customer education rules should 
be adopted and whether the policies 
adopted for interstate calling party num- 
ber-based services like caller ID should 
be extended to other services that might 
identify the calling party. 

The Commission also adopted 
rules to limit the use of information gen- 
erated by ANI to call set-up, routing, 
screening, billing and collection and 
other services by end users, with excep- 
tions for most law enforcement and 
emergency uses and for marketing by the 
ANI recipient only. The reuse or sale of 
ANI would be prohibited absent affirma- 
tive subscriber consent, and carriers 
would be required to educate callers re- 
garding ANI services. (ANI based ser- 
vices were developed in the pre-SS7 sig- 
nalling environment as the billing tele- 
phone number of the calling party. Be- 
cause this technology predates SS7 tech- 
nology, ANI is not blockable in the same 
way as the calling party number in an 
SS7 network.) 

In considering whether to ex- 
tend its existing rules governing disclo- 
sure of customer proprietary network 
information (CPNI) to cover residential 
and single line business customers as 
protection of their privacy interests, the 
Commission said it would seek com- 
ments through a separate public notice 
to be considered in the context of the 
Computer III Remand Proceeding. 

Action by the Commission 
March 8, 1994, by Report and Order and 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(FCC 94-59), Chairman Hundt, Com- 
missioners Quello and Barrett, with 
Commissioner Barrett issuing a separate 
statement. 

- FCC - 

News Media contact: Rose- 
mary Kimball at (202) 632-5050. Com- 
mon Carrier Bureau contacts: Olga 
Madruga-Forti at (202) 634-1816 and 
Suzanne Hutchings at (202) 634-1802. 
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Behind the scenes at a hamfest 


The bathroom 
is right down 
there Sir! 


George 
What are you 
doing down there? 


It's too big to be a 
basketball. Maybe it's a 
satellite. Beats me.... 


He always has to 
show 


everybody that If you think I'm 


stupid linking gonna stand here and 
ring magic trick. hold this for two days, 
you're crazy!! 
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Phone interference 


survey 


The FCC has released the results 
of a telephone interference survey just 
completed. 35 FCC field offices each 
picked three random cases of telephone 
interference on record and then visited 
the scene. The transmitting stations in- 
cluded 47 Citizens Band; 27 Amateur; 
23 AM broadcast; 10 FM broadcast; and 
one international broadcast station. 

At the location experiencing inter- 
ference, the FCC’s Field Operations 
Bureau personnel would first test the 
telephones on site, and then test their 
own ‘’bulletproof” telephones, as well 
as several commercially available filters. 
241 different telephones were tested. 

Among the FCC’s conclusions was 
that transmitter power did not seem to 
be a significant factor; they said that 10 
watts or less caused telephone interfer- 
ence in one-third of the cases. 

The FCC also said that filters 
worked only one-third of the time. 
**Manufacturers can design telephones 
to be interference free,” the Commission 
said, citing its bulletproof telephones, 
which were immune from interference 
“virtually all of the time.” 

The FCC said that it hopes that 
the survey will encourage affected par- 
ties “’to productively address and resolve 
this problem.” 

If you would like a copy of the sur- 
vey, which includes a list of telephone 
models checked, send an SASE with two 
units of first class postage to the Techni- 
cal Information Service at ARRL HQ. 

-ARRL 


Amateur Radio to the 


_ rescue 


Two men rescued from a sinking 
boat in the Gulf of Mexico credit Ama- 
teur Radio for saving their lives. 

Larry Hooker, KBS5ZNY, of 
Thaxton, Mississippi, and his sailing 
partner, Rett White, were returning from 
Honduras on Hooker’s 35-ft sailing ves- 
sel ‘’Off The Hook,”’ when they ran into 
an unexpected storm and high seas. 

Hooker had been in contact with 
his friend Randall O’Brian, KD5ZH, of 
West Point, Mississippi, since hoisting 
anchor on February 6, on 80, 40, and 20 
Meters. Hooker had visited his daugh- 
ter, Tina Hooker, KBSYNN, a mission- 
ary with Global Outreach in the north- 
eastern part of Honduras, in an area ac- 
cessible only by air or sea. 

O’Brian was the first to learn of 


their difficulties and eventually contacted 
the US Coast Guard. O’Brian contin- 
ued to help provide communication, 
along with the Coast Guard, who came 
up on 3862. 

On March 4, Hooker and White 
were taken aboard the Coast Guard cut- 
ter Cushing and their boat was put un- 
der tow but subsequently sank. 

**The Lord decided that he would 
use Amateur Radio to save us,”” Hooker 
said. 

-ARRI 


Instant license 
opposed 


In reply comments to the FCC on 
a proposal for instant operating author- 
ity for new amateur operators, PR Docket 
93-267, the ARRL said that, ‘’almost 
without exception,” groups and indi- 
viduals who had responded to the pro- 
posal agreed with the League that the 
idea should be shelved in favor of elec- 
tronic filing of license applications with 
the FCC. 

The ARRL said that the mecha- 
nisms for such electronic filing of Form 
610s ‘’cannot be more than a few months 
away at worst.” 

The League said that the FCC plan 
would invite abuse because, among other 
reasons, ‘’The Commission itself suffers 
an inability to stem the tide of unlicensed 
operators in any radio service, because 
of limited enforcement resources.” 

In response to a counter proposal 
by the WSYI-VEC, that the FCC’s plan 
be modified to avoid abuse by having 
volunteer examiners assign temporary 
call signs from blocks allocated to them 
by the FCC, the League said this would 
be an unbearable burden and responsi- 
bility on the VEs. 

The League said that, at any rate, 
the Communications Act gives no basis 
for the FCC to delegate call sign assign- 
ment authority, including determining a 
licensee’s basic qualifications, which 
VEs would have no way of doing. 

The League once again asked that 
the proceeding be terminated in favor of 
electronic filing as soon as feasible. 

ARRL, Internet 


Smoke Signals 
-by Robert Weinstein, K4KXR 

American Indian communications 
has completely disappeared. Generally 
dismissed as a primitive method of com- 
munication, recent analysis has shown 
that Indians possessed a remarkably de- 
veloped and efficient system, ideal for 
their culture. Their system was particu- 
larly effective for relatively long dis- 
tances. 

In a scene from an old western, one 
would hear the old wagon master talk- 
ing the scout saying, “I see some white 
puffs of smoke coming from that moun- 
tain peak. What is that?” 

“Trouble for us,” replies the scout. 
“Tt says CHIEF, WAR PARTY X HEAP 
BIG CONESTOGA WAGON TRAIN 
FILLED WITH FORKED TONGUE, 
ARMED SETTLERS HEADED YOUR 
WAY X ETA SUNSET X APPROACH 
WITH CAUTION X THEY ARE CON- 
SIDERED DANGEROUS X ATTACK 
AT DAWN X SIGNED, COMMAND- 
ING CHIEF, OPERATIONS WEST 

“All that in those puffs of smoke?” 
says the wagon master. 

“It’s all in the shape, size and 
spaces between the puffs. Been doin’ it 
for years. They say some braves can rec- 
ognize the sender by lookin’ at the 
puffs!” 

Indeed, the Indians had a refined 
signaling system in those days but there 
has been little written about the nature 
and extent of the system. The limitations 
of smoke signalling are clear; line of 
sight visibility. The Indians never were 
able to develop a system of relaying - a 
smoke repeater system if you will. In 
order for well regulated smoke, a tightly 
controlled fire, built to rigid specifica- 
tions was required. Of course, operation 
was difficult during heavy precipitation 
or high winds. Much depended on the 
skill of the message originator to ma- 
nipulate his blanket to send recognizable 
signals. Other than that, all that. was 
needed was a knowledgeable brave to 
read smoke. 

Smoke signalling also created its 
share of domestic problems. The elders 
complained that too many papooses 
spent too much time watching smoke 
signals. There also were many com- 
plaints about excessive sex and violence 
in the air. Medicine men warned that 


Continued on p 31 
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NORTH FLORIDA BBS STATISTICS 
FOR FEBRUARY 1994 


Dave Sutherland / N4GMU 
CALL BUL PERS NTS TOT 
FLORIDA HAMF EST UPDATE 3/22/94 AA4RU 4844 890 110 5844 
K4GBB 1378 590 117. =. 2085 
DATE K40ZS 346 337 14. 697 
as ; ; , KE4COV 1569 363 oF ~ 1941 
Apr 9/10 Gainesville Alachua County Fairgrounds KB4T 1030 281 8 1319 
SR 24 & SR 222 - At the airport W4WEB 1623 585 4 4575 
Talk-in: 146.820 N4GMU 1200 616 65 1881 
INFO: Bill, K4RDP (904) 454-3105 - WB4NOD 913 352 ie 1276 
May 1 St Petersburg Lake Maggiore Park WIFII 1623 857 31 2518 
(Sunday Only-8tol) — 9th St & 38 Ave So. WN4IIV—-1575 3329 8 1972 
Talk-in: 147.060 ; N4GXX 1575 389 8 1972 
May 14 Belle Glade FREE! At Belle Glade Marina NOZO 261 37 0 5844 
Lunch available ($6.00) KM4DY 0 53 60 120 
Talk-in on 147.120 WxX4]J ; 
INFO: Dennis, AD4PS (407) 996-7056 
Jul 16 Tampa Univ South FL Hamfest SOUTH FLORIDA BBS TOTALS - FEBRUARY, 1994 
at USF Tampa 
Talk-in: 147.240/146.940 BBS NTS PERS BUL TOTAL MSGS 
INFO: Kevin. KD4GMD (813) 933-9473 aw 
July 30/31 Jacksonville | Prime Osborne Convention Ctr AB4RB 42 2854 AF 2913 
for. B: Lee SW Say Bt KOZXF 0 216 ~=—-:1756 1972 
Talk-in: 146.760 K4TKU -NO REPORT- 
INFO: ?? te KB4GBS_ 48 LOR See S52) 6660 
Sept 10/11 Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium KB4GCZ -NO REPORT- 
625 Hibiscus Blvd KB40AM 1 427 4351 4779 
Talk-in: 146.850 KB4PXY -NO REPORT- 
INFO: ?? KB4UAH 
Sept 25 New Port Richey New Port Richie Recreation Center KB4VOL 54 1743 5508 7605 
(Sunday only) 6630 Van Buren KB4WUA 16 302 3631 3949 
Talk-in on 145.350 or 147.150 KC4CLD -NO REPORT- 
INFO: 2? KC4HQS -NO REPORT 
Oct 1 St Petersburg 1st Unity Church KC4IBT -NO REPORT- 
469 45th Ave North KD4GR -NO REPORT- 
Talk-in on 147.06 KD4MJV_— 21 2476 = 6105 8602 
_ INFO: 27 KD4MZM -NO REPORT- 
Cross City Trail Rider’s Club KD4WBI -NO REPORT- 
next to Cross City Airport KE2IX 106 1721 2638 4465 
Talk-in on 146.700 & 147.390 KF40] -NO REPORT- 
INFO: ?? 
KI4ZJ -NO REPORT- 
Oct 8 Titusville FREE! At Sandpoint Park on Rt 406, KP4EDL 6 1165 5536 6707 
SOR N4HHP 90 5586 9945 —-:15621 
Talk-in on 146.910 N4JOA -NO REPORT- 
INFO: ?? ; N4UTO 7 1433 7554 8994 
Bradford County Fairgrounds N4XEO 24 1154-4244 5422 
US 301 and SR 100 N4XEQ -NO REPORT- 
Talk-in se 145.150 N4ZIQ_—s 15 813 1125 1953 
INFO: ? NSAUV -NO REPORT- 
Oct 22/23 West Palm Beach Expo Center at South FL Fairgrounds W4DPH 466 8554 6072 15092 
as State Rd 80 just east of US 441 W4MWP 88 754 3247 4089 
INFO, Cnarias CRON (407) 582-1164 Needed i Geet! aaiaia eee ee 
: Charlie, 431 1635. 2879 4945 ~ 
NOV 12 Lake Worth FREE! At Sunset Ridge Park, bien -NO REPORT- 
Sie and ree lace WB2WPA 4 357. 491 852 
alk-in on 146. 14 "453 5532 6009 ~ 
INFO: Bill, N4SZDD (407) 439-8796 sila etee 57 1848 6278 8181 
NOV 19/20 Tampa Expo Hall, FL State Fairgrounds WB9JTK (2 wks) - 202 ‘ 202 
US 310 & I4 WD4DLB -NO REPORT- 
Talk-in on 146.94- WD4NKZ -NO REPORT- 
INFO: Jean 813) 525-5178 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND NTS TOTAL: 1671 
WHO TO CALL FOR INFO! Not a very good showing this month. Half the BBS’s in South Florida 
Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL didn’t file a report. What seems to be wrong? If you’re having a problem with 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe either the SAR112 or FBBLOG utilities, or if you have any questions about these 
Sound, FL 33455 monthly reports, won’t you drop me a note? New BBS’s needing a copy of either 
Je ISDS PROF BIO DIOS ASSIS AIS OS IASI SII ASI IASI I III logging utility (or both!) may have one FREE OF CHARGE. Just send me a 


message with your name, mailing address and size floppy needed and Ill send it 
right out. (This offer is for FULL-SERVICE BBS’s ONLY.) 
Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their ie eh to N4GMU 
@ N4GMU. 
South Florida BBS’s to KB4 VOL @ KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent 
on the Ist covering your bbs activity for the previous month. Please participate! 
73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, Packet Manager South Florida. 
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SILENT KEYS 

We regret to report the passing of the follow- 

ing Florida Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify 
FLORIDA SKIP of any silent keys in your area. 


W4BWP - Owen B. Partridge, Miami 


W4YIL - William J. McMillan, Macclenny 


W4ELR - Adrian L. Wilcox, Miami 
WISL - Tom McMullen, Lake Worth 


W2DV - Kenneth V. Hardman, Naples 


K3QPC - Paul R. Pendell, Deltona 


WB4AJQ - Alfred E. Staffa, Hobe Sound 
K4BG - Vern M. Wintermute Sr., Lake Worth 


K4EJW - O.L. Carpenter, Ocala 
W4FBS - Richard Raustad, Leesburg 


KI4HO - Robert J. Harrison, Melbourne 
W4MVFE - Wilbert O. Harper, West Melbourne 
KA4NIJO - George F. Novotny, Zephyrhills 
N4WCD - Dr. Hal H. Taylor Sr., Venice 


Smoke Signals - cont. fm p 29 
youngsters could suffer eyestrain from 
standing too close to the fire and there 
were increasing cases of “blanket elbow” 
occurring from blanket maneuvers. 

Braves were trained to send and 
receive puffs and were required to pass 
and elementary test in the combined 
theory and practice of smoke signalling. 
Additional tests could be taken to get 
extended privileges. Some of the privi- 
leges included: the right to use a bigger 
fire and right to use higher elevations. 
The highest class of signalling was the 
Xtrok. 

All tests and enforcement of the 
smoke signalers came under the juris- 
diction of the Effay See See who had the 
power to levy fines and cancel privileges. 

The basic course in smoke com- 
munications consisted of elementary fire 
making (creating combustion by rubbing 


two sticks together) and blanket theory 
(material, size, shape and operation). 

The course concluded with the 
brave demonstrating his ability to send 
and read puffs of smoke. The braves who 
didn’t pass the test usually ended up us- 
ing a crude form of communications that 
used small fires and tom-toms called See 
Bee. 

Some of the common signals used 
by the braves were, QUARM -interfer- 
ence from another brave’s smoke, 
QUARxX< - be right back, QUEST - I’m 
moving my fire, QUESL - got your mes- 
sage. 

The aspiring brave had to wait 
many moons for the Effay See See to 
notify him that he passed the test so he 
would gather many rubbing sticks and 
dried leaves to prepare for his first 
smoke signal. Some would earn extra 
sticks and leaves by cleaning teepees, 


FL C RIDA S SKIP SUBMITTALS 
- 3 oe address for seas copy, att “pe ptions, | 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED 

FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or visually 
impaired. These tapes are available if re- 
quested and postage is paid both ways. If you 
are interested in this valuable service, con- 
tact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library for the 
Blind, 420 Platt Street, Daytona Beach, FL 
32114: Phone 1-800-226-6075. 


polishing canoes or tending ponies. 
Some earned enough to get a really fancy 
blanket. 

When the great day arrived, the 
brave would hurry to his highest permit- 
ted mountaintop to puff out his first, 
“SEEKU”. If he’s really lucky, he will 
be seen by another brave and have his 
first KUSOO. 

The enthusiasm for smoke signals 
stayed with the braves all of their lives 
until they ascended the greatest moun- 
tain that reached to the sky. This was 
the happy hunting ground and we call 
the braves that go there, ESSKAYS. 
Ed. Note. Mr. Weinstein is 82 years 


old 
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FLORIDA SKIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
NEW RENEWAL CHANGE INFORMATION 
O 1YEAR- © 2YEARS- 0 3 YEARS 
Name 
Callsign 
Address 
City 


Florida Skip/34 


Introducing the NEW... 


1994 COMMUNICATIONS HANDBOOK 


at an INCREDIBLE introductory price that you SHOULDN'T pass up! 


As an introductory promotion, this 
handy, pocket-sized handbook is being of- 
fered at the INCREDIBLE price of only 
$5.00 a copy—but for a limited time only! 
Because, by overwhelming popular de- 
mand, the Communications Handbook 
has become a well sought-after publica- 
tion. And here’s why ... 

The 1994 Communications Hand- 
book is the most accurate and complete 
compilation of essential and hard-to-find 
communications information targeting the 
Amateur (HAM) Radio operator and 
scanner hobbyist alike. The handbook is a 
collection of vital, up-to-the-minute infor- 
mation directly relating to radio commu- 
nications in (but not limited to) 
Florida—proving itself a must-have for 
any “shack” and/or glove compartment. 

Recently updated for 1994, the hand- 
book is packed with even MORE commu- 
nications information than the first edition 
introduced only last year. 

Inside, you'll discover over 50 pages 
containing indispensable information like: 


@ Amateur (HAM) Radio Repeaters 


@ Band Plans and Frequency Allocations 
for Amateur (HAM) Radio, Aircraft, 
Commercial, Marine, Public Service 
and various other communications 
services 


10-Codes, 12-Codes, 
Signal-Codes Q- 
Signals, QN-Sig- 
nals and the Inter- 
national Morse 
Code 


Antenna Specifi- 
cation Tables, Time 
Conversion Tables, 
Electronic Component 
charts and tables 


Frequency Allocations 
for Cellular Tele- 
phones, Cordless Tele- 
phones, Wireless 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


Maximize your communications 
abilities with this pocket-sized hand- 
book—the ultimate “quick reference” for 
the avid enthusiast. 

With the pace in which communica- 
tions are rapidly changing... you can’t 
afford to be without the 1994 Communi- 
cations Handbook. 


YES! Please rush me 

copy(ies) of the 1994 Communica- _ 
tions Handbook at the incredible 
introductory price of only $5.00 
each (plus $1.00 for delivery). A 
savings of $2.00 off the regular 
purchase price! 


Call-Sign___ 


Zip 


Microphones, Radio 
Telephones and practi- 
cally everything else 
and MUCH, MUCH 
MORE! 


Return this order form and make checks/money-orders payable to: 
Gary Brown (Graphic Artist) 
P.O. Box 16893 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33416-6893 


1280 Sarno Road 
Suite 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


“A AN WS 


-_—_e_—_———— 


‘ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED | 


¢ 
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